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COMMENTS ON U.S. NAVAL FORCES IN INDIAN OCEAN 


Moscow VOYENNYYE ZNANIYA in Russian No 10, Oct 79 signed to press 4 Sep 79 
pp 30-31 


[Article by V. Stepanov: "A Claim to the Role of Policeman" ] 


[Text] The basin of the Indian Ocean has long attracted the American 
monopolists and their Pentagon partners due to its ever growing economic 
and military-political significance. 


The waters of the Indian Ocean wash the shores of Africa, Australia, and 
the countries of the Middle East and Southeast Asia. Along its coasts lie 
around 40 nations, the peoples of which comprise almost one-third of the 
world's population. A large portion of these states which have now gained 
independence quite recently were subject to the most refined forms of 
colonialism, the remnants of which still continue to hang onto the past 

in the south of Africa and individual islands of the ocean. 


Over the sea and air expanses of the Indian Ocean, historically the most 
important transport and trade routes have developed connecting America and 
Western Europe with the countries of Southeast Asia and the Far East. 
These lines of communications have determined the economic state of many 
countries, with three-quarters of the world's oil shipments passing across 
the Indian Ocean. More than 20,000 vessels of different tonnage each year 
round Cape of Good Hope in crossing the Indian Ocean. 


A “rich treasurehouse” is what Western economists call the region of the 
countries of the Indian Ocean which contain large reserves of gold, tin, 
manganese, nickel, bauxites, and so forth. Here lie vast plantations of 
rubber trees which according to certain data provide a larger share of the 
world's reserves of natural rubber. “Black gold" or oil holds a special 
place ‘n this treasurehouse. On the territory of the nations of the 
Persian Gulf and the Arabian Peninsula alone, in the estimate of Western 
experts, the oil reserves are about 50 billion tons. Here is produced 
over 60 percent of the petroleum consumed by the capitalist world. 














American businessmen draw colossal profits from this treasurehouse, and 
immediately after World War II they began to undertake efforts to force 
out and replace the English, French, Portuguese and other partners. 


The United States showed particular interest in the Indian Ocean in the 
1960's. in trying to be closer to the oil producing countries and con- 
sidering the growing military-political significance of the Indian Ocean, 
American politicians began urging a broadening of American presence here 
with support from the armed forces. In 1966, the United States and England 
concluded an agreement on the use of English territories in the Indian 
Ocean, and under this the United States acquired the right to build mili- 
tary installations on these territories. 


Interest in the ocean rose even further at the end of the 1960's, when the 
American strategists began to hatch their plans for Indochina, and England 
announced its intention to withdraw its armed forces from the areas which 
were "to the east of Suez." At this time, on the pages of the American 
press the military reviewers cynically stated that the Indian Ocean could 
serve as an enormous launching area fo~ American missile-carrying sub- 
marines. In looking at the map it is very easy to guess against whom the 
American missiles could be launched from here. Naturally, in addition to 
supporting U.S. economic interests, “he Pentagon was interested in the 
Indian Ocean as a "convenient region” for carrying out its aggressive as- 
pirations aimed chiefly against the Soviet Union and the nations of the 
socialist commonwealth. 


Soon thereafter the plan for strengthening American positions in the 

Indian Ocean began to be implemented. Scores of shirs and vessels carry- 
ing personnel and equipment headed toward Diego Garcia atoll lost in the 
central part of the ocean (this is an island 25 km long and about 10 km 
wide). This island is part of the Chagos Archipelago and belongs to 
England. In the spring of 1970, thousands of American specialists on the 
island began extensive work in creating a large naval and air base. No 

one impeded this work, and the English turned over the island to the Ameri- 
can leassees for 15 years and hurriedly evacuated all the indigenous in- 
habitants from there. 


Without waiting until the base was completed, American ships more and more 
often began to visit the Indian Ocean, sometimes with clearly aggressive 
aims. During the Indo-Pakistani War of 1971, American ships appeared in 
the Bay of Bengal with the intention of applying pressure to India. During 
the period of the October War of 1973 in the Near East, U.S. vessels ap- 
proached the Bab-ei-Mandeb Strait for supporting Israel by a show of force 
to the Arab countries. 


In November 1974, formations of eight American ships along with English, 
Pakistani, Iranian and Turkish naval forces participated in the largest 

maneuvers in the Indian Ocean. At the same time the carrier "Constella- 
tion" was sent into the Persian Gulf. 














At the beginning of 1977, the Indian Ocean was visited by an eatire fleet 
of nuclear-powered vessels (the carrier "Enterprise," and the cruisers 
"Long Beach" and "“Tracston") carrying nuclear weapons on beard. 


In following years the steel-grey bulks of aircraft carriers (these U.S. 
floating airfields) escorted by missile-carrying and other ships were fre- 
quent visitors in the Indian Ocean, conducting exercises and maneuvers, 
with the roar of aviation engines and the as yet training salvos of wea- 
pons and missiles recalling their undesired presence for a majority of the 
countries. 


The newspaper WASHINGTON POST at the beginning of 1978 announced that the 
Pentagon had already begun to create a special mobile formation consisting 
of two divisions of ground forces and a marine division with attached avia- 
tion and designed to be ferried into the zone of the Persian Gulf for the 
purpose of “protecting” the oil sources in the event of the occurrence of 
"extraordinary circumstances.” 


In endeavoring to strengthen their positions in the nations of the Indian 
region, American businessmen have not been reticent in delivering weapons 
there, feeling that a dependence upon weapons and specialists will long 
keep these countries in the American orbit. According to information in 
the American press, from 1972 through 1978, the Pentagon delivered more 
than 10 billion dollars worih of military equipment to Iran, and almost 

6 billion worth to Saudi Arabia. 


Readers #re aware of what a turn have been taken in U.S. and Iranian re- 
lations. Washington has not »een able to hold this country in its orbit. 
Several thousand Ame ican military and economic specialists had to be 
rapidly evacuated fra here. The wave of indignation and anger washed 
away the American advisers along with ‘the hated shah. 


The loss of the oil-rich Iranian partner on whom the United States had 
also placed police functions in the northwestern part of the Indian Ocean, 
and after this the final collapse of the CENTO military bloc seriously 
disrupted American plans. These circumstances accelerated the practical 
measures undertaken by the Pentagon to carry out the far-reaching plans to 
ensure its military strategic superiority in the Indian Ocean. 


At the very peak of the Iranian events and the military conflict on the 
the borders of the Northern and Southern Yemen, the U.S. government sent 

a task force of American vessels into the Indian Ocean and the carrier 
"Constallation” reappeared there. Later the newspaper WASHINGTON STAR 
announced that the Joint Chiefs of Staff upon instructions of the U.S. 
Secretary of Defense H. Brown, had worked out several variations for or- 
ganizing a new fleet, the main zone of operations of which would be the 
region of the Arabian Sea and the Persian Gulf. This grouping which would 
be named the Fifth Operational Fleet would include an aircraft carrier, 

a cruiser, frigates, destroyers, submarines and auxiliary vessels. It was 


a) 





a question of creating a fleet along the lines of the U.S. Sixth and 
Seventh fleets which had won dubious glory es floating policemen.* The 
purpose of the Pentagcn is obvious: to create in the Indian Ocean a power- 
ful military fist by which pressure could be brought to bear on the govern- 
ments of the countries “with an unstable social and political structure,” 
the rapid development of antiimperialist trends could be impeded in the 
coastal developing countries, and the interests of the U.S. oil monopo- 
lies and their allies defended. 


The American base on Diego Garcia Island, as the key position in the 
Indian Ocean, was chosen for the basing of the fleet to be created and the 
aviation units, including the B-52 strategic bombers. Here concluding con- 
struction work was being carried out, and this had already cost over 100 
million dollars. Piers were created for the basing of al’ classes of 
ships, including atomic submarines and carriers. A modern airfield on 
which the runway had been lengthened to 4 km was capable of handling any 
aircraft. A powerful radio center provided communications with the ves- 
sels and submarines over significant distances. The numerous dumps and 
oil tank farms could hold a large amount of supplies, including nuclear 
weapons. Since 1975, reconnaissance aircraft and long-range antisubmarine 
aircraft have been based on the island. From here repeatedly ships have 
set to sea and aircraft have taken off in hurrying to the “hot regions” 

of the ocean and the coast where a show of force was needed. And from 
here extensive spying was carried out on the shipping of many countries 
and above all the Soviet Union. 


As has been announced in the foreign press, the United States intend to 
base at Diego Garcia army subunits and marines in addition to the naval 
vessels. In the opinion of the Pentagon strategists, such a complex of 
forces on this central island of the Indian Ocean will make it possible to 
bring military pressure to bear on a territory within a radius of up to 
4,500 km. 


The imperialist strongpoint created against the will of the peoples of 

the world on Diego Garcia is not the only base of the U.S. armed forces in 
the Indian Ocean. The press of the Western countries has noted that re- 
cently an agreement has been reached between the United States and Aus- 
tralia on the use of the Kockburn Sound base which is being built on the : 
territory of this country and the modernization of the northeast cape 

naval base by the Pentagon. There is an agreement with Kenya for the 
servicing of American ships at the port of Mombasa. The United States has 
agreed with England and Oman to use the former English naval base in the 
Arabian Sea on Masirah Island. According to an announcement of the foreign 
press, in the Ras-el-Khaina Emirate (United Arab Emirates), the Pentagon 
has sought a parcel of land for locating a large strategic base. The base 





"Articles have been published on the U.S. Sixth and Seventh fleets in 
issues Nos 3 and 6 of the journal VOYENNYYE ZNANIYA for 1979. 





at Manama continues to be leased in Bakhrein (the Persian Gulf), and the 
Pakistani base at Karachi is used periodically for supplying American 
ships. For the purpose of getting closer to the "hot spot” of the African 
Horn and the south of the Arabian Peninsula, the American Navy has taken 

a liking to the port of Djibouti, and has been basing its ships there since 
the spring of this year. 


This far from complete list eloquently shows how the United States is: en- 
deavoring to seal off this region of the world by a chain of bases and use 
it for its own aggressive interests. The Pentagon is forcing its way in 
with an arsenal of a lethal load of missiles, bombs, shells and torpedoes, 
in also stockpiling nuclear weapons. 


The escalation of the concept of a "military presence” which the Pentagon 
strategists in no way wish to abandon is now being reinforced by new forms. 
Characteristically, before returning from the heads of state meeting be- 
tween the USSR and the United States in Vienna, the U.S. Secretary of De- 
fense H. Brown affirmed the U.S. intention of creating a special “rapid 
response corps” designed for actions in the Near East and the region of 
the Persian Gulf. The Pentagon has announced that this corps numbering 
110,000 men is to be created for the eventuality of the outbreak of “crisis 
situations in the hot spots of the planet." The secretary was seconded by 
the new supreme commander-in-chief of the joint NATO armed forces in 
Furope, Gen B. Rogers, who without the slightest embarrassment in June 1979 
began publicizing the plans to create special U.S. forces with police 
functions in the Indian Ocean and the Near East. 


The peoples of the world, and above all the nations of the indian basin, have 
decisively protested against any escalation of the U.S. military presence 
in the Indian Ocean. In the heat of anti-Sovietism, the newly acquired 
friends of the imperialists from Beijing have fully sided with this aggres- 
sive American course. 


American and Beijing propaganda, in endeavoring to conceal the aggressive 
intentions and actions, have again rolled ovt the decrepit myth of the 
"Soviet threat" and the “penetration of the Soviet Union into the countries 
of the Indian basin.” 


However, as always, life repudiates such false assertions. Loyal to a 
peace-loving policy and interested in the security of its southern fron- 
tiers, the Soviet Union cannot remain an impartial observer of the American 
intrigues in this important region for the cause of peace and detente. 
With exhaustive clarity, the position of the Soviet Union vis-a-vis the 
situation around the Indian Ocean has been expressed by the General Secre- 
tary of the CPSU Central Committee, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, in the Account- 
ability Report of the CPSU Central Committee to the 25th Congress: "Re- 
cently in a number of nations there have been more frequent actions to pre- 
vent the region of the Indian Ocean from becoming an arena for the crea- 
tion of military bases of the various powers. We sympathize with these 

















actions. As for the Soviet Union, we have not and do not intend to build 
military bases in the Indian Ocean. And we urge the United States to 
assume a similar position.” 


Upon USSR initiative, in 1977, Soviet-American consultations and the ex- 
change of opinions commenced on limiting and reducing military activity in 
the Indian Ocean. Since February 1978, a long pause in these meetings has 
occurred, and not due to the Soviet side. 


The world public with hope greeted the Soviet-American communique signed in 
Vienna and this noted, in particular, the agreement of the parties to in- 
mediately organize a meeting of representatives for discussing the question 
of resuming talks on the limitation of military activities in the region of 
the Indian Ocean. 


The current American plans run counter to the spirit of the times, and do 


not serve the interests of peace and the peoples of the countries in the 
region of the Indian Ocean and the Near East. 


COPYRIGHT: "Voyennyye znaniya", 1979 
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POLITICAL WORK: AS VIEWED BY LENIN AND THE CPSU 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 24, Dec 79 signed to 
press 4 Dec 79 pp 8-16 


[Article by Col V. Mikhaylov, Candidate of Historical Sciences, Docent: 
"V. I. Lenin and the CPSU on Party-Political Work in the Armed Forces." 
Passages enclosed in slantlines printed in boldface. ] 


[Text] Party-political work is one of the key directions in the many-sided 
work of the Communist Party in managing the Armed Forces. Its essence, 
significance, primary tasks and content were substantiated and elaborated 
on in the works of V. I. Lenin and in decisions by the Communist Party. 


In elaborating the theory of the Socialist Revolution, Lenin attached enor- 
mous importance to the creation of armed forces. He taught that in order 
to defend the authority of workers and peasants against landowners and 
capitalists, we need a powerful Red Army, an armed force knowing what it is 
fighting for and ready for all sacrifices to defend socialism. The Soviet 
state could create and strengthen such an army only under the direction of 
the Communist Party. Lenin pointed out that the consistency and firmness 
of proletarian management must be exercised in organizing the Red Army and 
that the army's conformity in the moral and political sense to the Soviet 
order and to its mission as an instrument for defending socialism can be 
assured through constant party influence in its ranks. These provisions 
were fixed in the RKP(b) [Russian Commumist Party (Bolshevik)] Program as 
well as in a resolution of the 8th Party Congress on the military question, 
in which it was stated for the first time in an official party document 
that the party exercises daily management over the army's life and activ- 
ities. 


One of the aost, important of the numerous tasks which the party resolved in 
creating a new type of army consisted of the development of socialist 
awareness of the Red Army masses, their political indoctrination, a 
otrengthenirg of conscious discipline, and an increase in troop morale. 


Lenin gave a special role to the institution of military commissars, r<. up 
with os immediate participation, in accomplishing these tasks and in 
implementiag party policy in the army. Emphasizing the importznce of 














very strict supervision over military s»ecialists on the part of the party 
and Soviet authorities, he linked the wi rk of military commissars with the 
organization of political work among Read Army and Red Navywmen, and insisted 
that the most dedicated and responsible people, people capable of organ- 
izing political work, be appointed to the commissar positions. 


In September 1919 the RKP(b) Central Committee addressei local party organ- 
izations in the letter enticled "On Party Work in the Rud Army.” The 
letter stated: “...In order for the Red Army to be really socialist, it 
must mot only be class in composition, but its personrel must have a 
clear and correct awareness of their class interests. Party work in its 
midst is necessary for this purpose.” 


Guided by Lenin's propositions and statements, the party unfolded vigorous 
party-political work in the units and aboard ships. The work was aimed at 
implementing the Soviet state's policy in the Army and the Navy, implement- 
ing Leniaist principles of organizational development of a new type of 
armed forces, and mobilizing the personnel for a selfless struggle against 
the Republic's enemies. Lenin stated that, as the Civil War had taught, 
the important element in political work among the masses consists of an 
explanation of party and state policies and addressing the workers directly 
with an indication of the next difficulties and tasks. He emphasized the 
need to be able to explain to the masses why their energy, heroism and 
enthusiasm had to be increased by concentrating efforts strained by the Revo- 
lution on the most important task at hand ("Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy” 
[Complete Collected Works], XXXIX, 305). Herein lay the essence and chief 
tasks of party-political work. 


Lenin set aside a large part to play by political work among the troops in 
a combat situation. He placed the Army's combat effectiveness and its 
successes at the front in direct dependence on the status of political work. 
Lenin set forth the essence of this proposition in a letter from the 
RKP(b) Central Committee (July 1919) to party organizations, entitled 
“Everything for the Struggle against Denikin!": "...Where party policy is 
implemented most strictly, . . . where discipline is the firmest, and where 
political work among the troops and the work of commissars is performed 
most thoughtfully .. . there is no laxity in the army, its order and its 
spirit are better, and there are more victories" ("Polnoye sobraniye 
sochineniy,” XXXIX, 56). It is therefore no accident that Lenin took a 
constant interest in the state of political work in the army in the field 
and required that it be improved and that very serious attention be given 
to it on the part of responsible workers. Vladimir Il'ich considered an 
intensification of political work, a tightening of the commissars’ work and 
an improvement in their composition to be a very important condition for 
success in implementing military policy and assuring troop combat effec- 
tiveness. 


In the numerous letters and telegrams to the front and army revolutionary 
military councils, to commissarre, and to leaders of party and soviet 








entities in guberniyas near the front, V. I. Lenin advised and demanded 
that there be no let-up in political work among the troops, that it be 
checked personally, that political workers and party members be used prop- 
erly, and that timely information be provided on the status of political 
work at the fronts. And such information con-inuously went directly to the 
RKP(b) Central Committee. For example, in the period from August 1918 
through August 1919 alone, the Central “ommittee received over 130 letters, 
reports, accounts and messages from RK?(b) committees and from front and 
army political departments. 


Matters of organizational party work occupied a large place in many of the 
works by Vladimir Il'ich and in his practical activities. Vladimir Il'ich 
considered that, above all, the army must be reinforced with party members. 
It is they who must be the direct conveyors of party policy and of the 
ideas of socialism in the midst of the Red Army men. It is they who must 
cement their ranks and strengthen the troops’ discipline and moral stead- 
fastness. During the difficult periods of the Civil War Lenin insistently 
demanded that “people who can and must be used immediately for the urgent 
and desperately needed communist work /in the army/ ..." be selected and 
relieved of any nonmilitary work ("Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy," XXXIX, 
52). He took a constant interest in seeing how party mobilizations for the 
front were proceeding, how many party members and party cells there were in 
armies and divisions, and he would personally question RVS [Revolutionary 
Military Council] members and commissars about this. With his immediate 
participation, the RKP(b) Central Committee adopted a number of decrees 
about party work in the Red Army. The first instructions to party cells of 
Red Army units of the front and rear were approved in January 1919. 


The fixed attention by Lenin and the Party Central Committee to questions 
of party organizational development in the Red Army assured an increase in 
the number of party members among Red Army men and the creation of party 
organizations in the units. All this was a powerful factor for increasing 
party influence in the Army, for class solidarity of the Army and for a 
sharp increase in troop combat effectiveness. By August 1920 the number of 
party cells in the Red Army came to approximately 7,000. They included 
278,000 party members (5.7 percent of Army personnel). Taking proud note 
of this, Vladimir Il'‘ich said that the Army had been created thanks to the 
party's enormous work. 


In order to organize active and effective political work and exercise party 
influence on the Red Army masses, it was necessary to create and strengthen 
a ramified party-political apparatus in the Army and adjust its operation. 
The first provisions on political departments were elaborated at Lenin's 
initiative. He participated in working out the structure of political 
entities, in settirg up a political entity of the Armed Forces of the 
Republic--the Political Department of the RVSR [Revolutionary Military 
Council of the Republic] (reorganized as the Political Directorate in May 
1919)--and in defining its functions an‘! adjusting its work. Lenin linked 
the Red Army's successes directly with the work of political entities. 





Noting that there was more order and efficiency and fewer counterrevolution- 
ary elements and less bureaucratism in the military field, he wrote: This 
was "because more attention on the whole has been given to this area, more 
party membershave been sent into it . . . political departments work more 
extensively there . . . " ("Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy," XXXIX, 428). 


It is generally known that the 8th RKP(b) Congress stressed the need to 
shift the center of gravity of political work from the fronts into the 
armies and divisions. This decision embodied Lenin's statements on bring- 
ing party entities closer to the masses and on reinforcing the ties of the 
party apparatus with the workers. The requirements on political depart- 
ments of divisions presented in the RPB(b) Central Committee circular 
letter on strengthening the Red Army (14 July 1919), which even now are of 
full importance, also are of interest. The Central Committee wrote that 
political departments must become the political leaders of the Red Army 
uniis. They must be well informed “about all news of the day" in the 
entrusted units and know the physiognomy not only of every regiment, but 
also of every battalion and every company. The political department person- 
nel must be the most popular persons in the regiments. 


What has been said attests to the great importance which Lenin attached to 
matters of party organizational development and organizational-party work 
in the Red Army. He saw in this an effective means for reinforcing party 
influence in the Red Army masses and for successful implementation of party 
policy in the Army. 


Lenin played an enormous rvle in substantiating the significance of ideolog- 
ical work in the Soviet irmed Forces and in defining its primary tasks, con- 
tent and methods of conduct. In exercising leadership over military organi- 
zational development, Lenin and the party proceeded from the assumption 

that Army and Navy personnel, as well as all the country's workers in 
general, must know and clearly understand what the Socialist Revolution 

gave them, what goals Soviet power has set, and why the war it is waging 
against the White Guards and the imperialists is a just war and truly of 

the people. In concluding remarks of a report on peace at the Second All- 

. wsian Congress of Soviets of Workers and Soldiers’ Deputies on 26 October 
(< November) 1917, Lenin said: "To the bourgeois thinking, strength is when 
the uasses go blindly to the slaughter, obeying orders of the imperialist 
governments. . . . According to our thinking, a state is strong through the 
awareness of the masses. It is strong when the masses know everything, 

when they can judge about everything and when they do everything con- 

scious ly" ("Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy," XXXV, 21). This Leninist thesis 
determined the essence, chief direction and content of ideological- 
indoctrinational work of the party among military personnel. 


There is hardly one work by Lenin or document signed by Lenin on matters 
concerning the life of the Army or strengthening of the Army which did not 
advance tasks in one wording or another or which did not give instructions 
and advice on improving indoctrinational work among personnel. Lenin 
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attached particularly great importance to ideological indoctrination work 
as a powerful means of ensuring high troop morale and their conscientious, 
selfless performance of duty. In the article entitled "The Fall of Port 
Arthur" in 1905, he wrote that wichout a conscientious soldier or sailor of 
initiative, it is impossible to have success in contemporary warfare. Such 
factors as awareness and initiative of the soldiers acquired enormously 
greater importance for the army of workers defending the socialist homeland. 


Speaking at a broad workers’ and Red Army conference in Rogozhsko- 
Simonovskiy Rayon (13 May 1920), Leuin gave a classic definition to the 
role of morale in warfare and revealed its sources and the ways of strength- 
ening it. He said that “in any war victory is determined in the final 
account by the status of morale of those masses who are spilling their 
blood on the battlefield" ("Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy," XLI, 121). Con- 
viction as to the justness of a war and a realization of the need to sacri- 
fice one's life for the good of one's brothers and for the sake of the tri- 
umph of socialism elevates the spirit of Red Army men and force. them to 
endure unheard of burdens. One of the chivf tasks of party-political work 
stems fromthese Leninist propositions: making soldiers deeply aware of the 
reasons for and the goals of a war, and of their military duty; and instil- 
ling in them a readiness for selfless defense of the achievements of social- 
ism, including even self-sacrifice. 


_ Lenin considered that firm military discipline founded on high personnel 
awareness was one of the most important conditions for high steadfastness 
and combat effectiveness of the troops. He emphasized that the Red Army 
created such discipline--and not under the lash, but on the basis of aware- 
ness and dedication of the workers and peasants themselves--on the basis of 
the daily work by commissars and communist cells among Red Army personnel, 
and on the basis of the party members’ example, heroism and selflessness. 
In his “Letter to Workers and Peasants on Occasion of the Victory over 
Kolchak" Lenin defined the direction in which party-political work aimed at 
strengthening discipline should be conducted. Army and Navy personnel must 
be indoctrinated to fulfill all laws and orders and to maintain and 
strengthen discipline not out of fear, but out of conscience. At the same 
time, a resolute struggle must be waged against the slightest manifesta- 
tions of lawlessness and against infractions of military order. We must 
ensure that discipline and subordination are implemented with merciless 
severity. At the same time, the commanders’ high exactingness must be 
within the bounds of socialist legality. Lenin taught that a skillful com- 
bination of persuasion and coercion is necessary in strengthening disci- 
pline more than anywhere else. 


The works of Lenin reveal the most important components of ideological work 
and their primary content. Lenin repeatedly emphasized that the Red Army's 
victory in the Civil War was achieved to a decisive extent thanks to vigor- 
ous propaganda, political agitation and cultural enlightenment work in the 
Red Army masses. A number of works by Lenin contain statements on methods 
of political work among the masses and advice to party-political workers. 
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lenin attached great importance to political agitation in units and sub- 
..its in a combat situation at the front and demanded that neither person- 
nel nor means be spared for this. He wrote in one message: “You are cut- 
ting back on agitation, reducing the printing of leaflets and complaining 
about the shortage of funds. We do not begrudge hundreds of thousands for 
agitation" ("Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy," L, 149). During the difficult 
situation which took shape at the Eastern Front, Lenin pointed out the need, 
among measures of primary importance, to reinforce agitation among people 
being mobilized and the Red Army men. This was above all the task for 
every party member. He said that each person must become both an agitator 
and a propagandist without waiting for the agitator, propagandist, or more 
knowledgeable comrade to come and explain everything. 


Management cadres have an active role co play in mass agitation work. Lenin 
called upon them to speak personally to the people more often, since with- 
out this there is no political work. He showed ccnstant interest in how 
the leaders and responsible workers were participating in political agita- 
tion. For his part, Lenin was setting the example in this despite his 
enormous workload. According to far from complete data, he spoke over 200 
times at meetings and rallies during the Civil War, and of these a signifi- 
cant number were directly to Red Army men, agitators and political workers. 


Lenin taught that the effectiveness of political agitation lies in its 
efficiency, concreteness, flexibil‘ty of methods and intelligibility. He 
would siress that we must develop the agitation of groups and individuals 
among Red Army men without limiting ourselves to conventional techniques of 
agitation, lectures, rallies and the like. We always must deepen and 
expand our influence on the masses, elevate the masses’ awareness and moti- 
vate them to active participation in events. There always is and always 
will be aa element of pedagogics in the party's p: litical activities. We 
must indoctvinate and train by taking a skilled approach to the most back- 
ward people, by being able to get close to them, elevate their awareness in 
a firm and patient manner, and teach them not only with pamphlets, but also 
by participation in life's daily struggle. It is impossible to count on 
substantial success in the political indoctrination of people without con- 
sideration of these principles and without reliance on theux. 


Lenin's propositions and statements on matters of ideological work in the 
Army were embodied by the party in its guidance documents and they became 
the basis for the work of political entities and party organizations in the 
soldier masses. 


Lenin attached enormous importance to matters of strengthening the Army and 
Navy's might and combat readiness both in his theoretical and in his prac- 
tical work of managing the party and Soviet state in postwar years. He 
gave an important role to play here to party-political work, intended to 
bring up soldiers in a spirit of constant, high vigilance and combat readi- 
ness and mobilize them for persistent study of military affairs and mastery 
of weapons and combat equipment. The works of Lenin contain a large number 
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of specific statements and behests about strengthening the country's 
defenses. Their implementation in practice has been and is one of the key 
tasks of commanders, political entities, and party and Komsomol organiza- 
tions in the struggle for high troop combat readiness. 


The victorious conclusion of the Civil War permitted the Land of Soviets to 
begin peaceful socialist construction. But Lenin cautioned the party, the 
Soviet people and Army and Navy personnel that they must be on guard always 
and must remember that we are surrounded by classesand governments which 
openly express supreme hatred of us and which ponder methods of attack, 
choosing the best strategic conditions. Calling for the defense of our 
country and our Red Army to be safeguarded as the apple of our eye, Lenin 
cautioned about the danger of pacifist sentiments, the flush of military 
success and being oblivious to the lessons of the past. He made the sur- 
mounting of such phenomena one of the important party tasks. Vladimir 
Il‘ich said that our steps to peace have to be accompanied by straining our 
entire military readiness. The Red Army is a real guarantee that not one 
of the attempts by imperialist powers to encroach upon us will go uncrushed 
by Soviet Russia. ". . . This must be the foundation of our agitation and 
propaganda . . ." ("Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy," XL, 248). 


The leader of the party and state taught that Soviet citizens and Army and 
Navy personnel must be told that we do not know when war will come again, 
but we must ensure that when it comes, we can be up to it. In this connec- 
tion Lenin's behests that “intensified military preparation for a serious 
war requires not a fit of passion, a call, or a battle cry, but lengthy, 
strenuous, very persistent and disciplined work on a massive scale... , 
that we must “learn military affairs in a genuine manner . . ." ("Polnoye 
sobraniye sochineniy," XXXVI, 325, 26) are a guide to action for commanders, 
political entities, party organizations and all party members. These 
behests of Lenin even now define the primary directions of party-political 
work to increase Army and Navy combat readiness. They consist of persis- 
tently implementing the party's demands on strengthening the Armed Forces, 
raising the quality of combat and political training, instilling in the 
soldiers a conscientious attitude toward combat training and the fulfill- 
ment of military duty, mobilizing personnel for mastering weapons and com- 
bat equipment, and strengthening efficiency and discipline. As Lenin 
repeatedly demanded, the personal example of a most serious attitude toward 
the study of military affairs, and energy, must be displayed in particular 

by the party members. 


Lenin's statements on realigning all work on a military footing and mobil- 
izing all the strength and energy of the party, the people and Armed Forces 
personnel in case a war begins are of great importance for party-political 
work. As Lenin said, once a war is inevitable, everything for the war! 
Under these conditions the slightest lack of discipline and deficiency of 
energy are inadmissible. And the party's leader again pointed to the ful- 
fillment of these demands by managers and all party members above all. 

"All party members above all and, most of all,. .. all soviet workers must 
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/draw themselves up in a military manner,/ shifting /a maximum amount of 
their work/, their efforts and their concerns /to the immediate tasks of 
war/ .. ." ("Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy," XXXIX, 45). These Leninist 
propositions are of permanent importance. They teach us how work must be 
arranged and where to concentrate efforts in a wartime situation. They 
serve as a model of high party and state exactingness toward people, espe- 
cially toward party members. 


The works of Lenin contain guidelines determining the demands on party- 
political work, its primary content and methods of the scientific approach 
to its organization and conduct, i.e., the principles of party-political 
work. They consist of the following. 


All the work of indoctrinating Soviet military personnel and shaping high 
moral-political qualities in them is performed from a party and class posi- 
tion and is permeated with communist ideology. The foundation of this work 
is made up of the ideology and policies of the Communist Party. Its main 
content consists of the propaganda of Marxism-Leninism, Lenin's teaching on 
defense of the socialist homeland and party decisions. Party spirit pre- 
sumes that an ideological direction is given to all indoctrinational work 
and to the decisive struggle against bourgeois ideology and views and moral- 
ity alien to us. 


The most important demand placed on political work by the party among the 
masses is the close tie of its make-up with the life of the country and the 
practice of building communism. This principle obligates commanders, 
political entities and party organizations to explain to soldiers con- 
stantly the tasks set by the party for the people, its domestic and foreign 
policies and measures for strengthening national defenses; to propagandize 
successes of building communism; and to mobilize personnel for faultless 
performance of their patriotic duty. Lenin repeatedly emphasized the 
necessity for every worker and peasant and every Red Army man to realize 
clearly that by defending his Republic and protecting the peaceful labor of 
the Soviet people he is making his contribution to the common cause of 
building socialism. 


The effectiveness of party-political work is achieved by the consistent 
observance of such principles as an imaginative approach toward its organi- 
zation, concreteness, purposefulness, activeness, operativeness, continuity, 
and the unity of ideological and organizational work. These principles are 
closely interrelated. They require a determination of the make-up, forms 
and methods of party-political work with consideration of specific condi- 
tions and tasks, a differentiated approach to people, and concentration of 
efforts on resolving the chief issues. There can be no pauses in political 
work with people. It must be conducted continuously and with increasing 
vigor as the situation and tasks to be accomplished become more complex. 


The aforementioned Leninist principles comprise the basis of a scientific 
approach in party-political work. Lenin taught that politics is a science 
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and an art. This formula of Lenin's obligates the organizers of party- 
political work to know and thoroughly understand the meaning and importance 
of its principles and be guided by them in practice. 


The vitality and permanent importance of Lenin's propositions on party- 
political work in the Army and Navy have been confirmed throughout the 
history of our Armed Forces. They were tested under conditions of peaceful 
socialist construction and in the forbidding years of the Great Patriotic 
War. They are current even under present-day conditions. 


Guided by Lenin's propositions and behests, the party and its Central 
Committee have taken and are taking constant steps to improve party- 
political work and elevate the role and influence of political entities and 
party organizations in the Army and Navy. Many party decrees and party 
documents are devoted directly to party-political work. These documents 
set forth the demands on such work and its tasks. 


Vigorous party-political work among military personnel, performed with con- 
sideration of Civil War experience and the new demands at hand, played a 
large part in strengthening the Army and Navy in the first five-year plans 
and in the years preceding World War II. The Great Patriotic War vividly 
reaffirmed the enormous importance of political work in strengthening troop 
morale and in ensuring victory over the enemy. Party-political work in the 
Army and Navy was given an exceptionally important place in the forbidding 
time of severe ordeals in the party's many-sided work of organizing a 
rebuff for the aggressor and his defeat. The party and its Central 
Committee kept constant watch on political work and took steps to ensure 
continuous party influence among fighting men and commanders. Prominent 
party workers and tens of thousands of party members were sent for polit- 
ical work in the active Army and Navy. By decision of the party Central 
Committee, around 8,800 party managers were sent into the Armed Forces in 
the first six months of the war. Toward the end of 1941 the number of 
party members sent to the troop units as political fighters reached 60,000. 
In the first half-year of the war, over 1.1 million party members and candi- 
dates were mobilized for the Army and Navy. By the war's end over three 
million party members (over half the party membership) were in the Army in 
the field. A Leninist approach to resolving the task of strengthening 
party influence in the Army by concentrating the best party forces in it 
could be clearly seen in all this. 


The political entities and political workers of units and subunits and the 
party organizations rallied personnel, raised their fighting spirit and 
instilled in the soldiers steadfastness and persistence in defensive 
battles and a high battle enthusiasm in offensive operations. In his book 
entitled "Malaya Zemlya," Leonid I1l'ich Brezhnev revealed clearly, vividly 
and convincingly, using concrete facts, the importance of party-political 
work and the role of political workers in its organization in a difficult 
combat situation. This book teaches the importance of political work in 
combat bearing a fighting spirit, being conducted continuously, concretely 
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and purposefully, and the importance of the capable use of all the diver- 
sity of forms and methods of ideological and organizational work among 
personnel. Great Patriotic War documents help understand the full extent 
of the enormous attention which the party devoted to improving party- 
political work in the Army and Navy, how organizational-party issues were 
resolved efficiently and opportunely, and how ideological indoctrination 
work was improved in the interests of building up the fighting men's offen- 
sive spirit, increasing troop combat effectiveness and winning victory over 


the enemy. 


The defeat of Hitler's Army and the victorious conclusion of the Great 
Patriotic War convincingly reaffirmed that no army except a socialist army 
which is truly of the people, has or can have such a powerful instrument of 
victory as party-political work. In emphasizing this, Comrade L. I. 
Brezhnev said: "“Party-political work with the personnel and their ideolog- 
ical conditioning always have been and remain a powerful weapon of our Army. 
The force of this weapon has been tested in the flame of battle. Even now, 
it strikes fear in our enemies" ("Na strazhe mira i sotsializma" [Guarding 
Peace and Socialism], Moscow, Politizdat, 1979, p 139). 


The're has been a rapid development of our Armed Forces in the postwar years 
and their tasks have become more complex. There has been an increase in 
the personnel's responsibility for our Motherland's security with the 
increased aggressiveness of imperialism. True to the behests of Lenin, the 
party constantly maintains its focus on matters of party-political work in 
the Armed Forces and takes steps aimed at further increasing its role and 
influence in the Army and Navy. The CPSU Central Committee decree "On 
Measures for Improving Party-Political Work in the Soviet Army and Navy" 
dated 21 January 1967 was of special importance in this regard. In it the 
Central Committee demanded a fundamental improvement in the work of 
political entities and party organizations of the Army and Navy and an 
elevation of party-political work to the level of contemporary party 
requirements, and it defined the chief tasks of such work. The CPSU Cen- 
tral Committee pointed out that primary efforts in political and organiza- 
tional work among the military masses must be aimed at a further increase 
in combat readiness of the Armed Forces. 


A number of major steps taken under the direction of the CPSU Central 
Committee in subsequent years contributed to a further improvement in party- 
political work in the Army and Navy: the formation of political director- 
ates of branches of the Armed Forces; establishment of the institution of 
deputies for political affairs to commanders of companies and equivalent 
subunits; creation of higher military-political schools; and holding all- 
Army conferences of party organization secretaries and ideological and 
Komsomol workers, and a practical science conference of leading workers of 
political entities. In 1973 the CPSU Central Committee approved the new 
"Statute on Political Entities" and the new "Instructions to CPSU Organiza- 
tions in the Soviet Army and Navy." 
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The 25th CPSU Congress placed major, important tasks before the Soviet 
Armed Forces. The complexity and contradictory nature of the present-day 
international situation; the need to keep the Army and Navy's combat readi- 
ness at a level ensuring the security of our Motherland and all countries 
of the socialist community; the processes occurring in the Army and Navy 
under the influence of the scientific and technological revolution; and 
qualitative changes in Armed Forces personnel--all these factors determine 
the higher demands placed on the make-up and organization of party- 
political work. CPSU Central Committee Politburo Member and USSR Minister 
of Defense, Mar SU D. F. Ustinov says that "the party sees /the further 
improvement of moral-—political training of troops and an intensification of 
party-political work in the Army and Navy/ to be an important way for a 
steadfast increase in combat readiness of the Armed Forces . . . The Armed 
Forces has gained much experience in political and military indoctrination 
of personnel. By applying it imaginatively, the Army and Navy commanders, 
political entities, and party and Komsomol organizations persistently 
achieve an increase in the effectiveness, purposefulness and concreteness 
of party-political work in the interests of a steady improvement in combat 
readiness of units, ships and combined units” ("Izbrannyye rechi i stat'i” 
[Selected Speeches and Articles], Moscow, Politizdat, 1979, p 502). 


The CPSU Central Committee decree "On Further Improvement of Ideological 
and Political Indoctrination Work" is of enormous importance for intensify- 
ing and activating party-political work in the Army and Navy under present- 
day conditions. The assessment of the status of ideological work provided 
by the decree; current tasks of political indoctrination of Soviet citizens, 
on which the attention of party organizations and ideological establish- 
ments have been directed by the Central Committee for their resolution; and 
the ways indicated to them for increasing the effectiveness of political 
indoctrination work--all this has a direct relationship to the work of 
commanders, political entities and party organizations of the Army and Navy. 
The CPSU Central Committee demanded that they intensify the work of raising 
the indoctrinational role of the Soviet Armed Forces, wherein service is a 
remarkable school of labor and military schooling, moral purity and courage, 
patriotism and comradeship. 


Decisions of the 25th Party Congress and of the November Central Committee 
Plenum, and instructions of the USSR Minister of Defense and Chief of the 
Main Political Directorate of the Soviet Army and Navy arm commanders, 
political workers, and party and Komsomol organizations with a knowledge of 
the new tasks, and they indicate the ways and means for increasing the 
effectiveness of party-political work. Successful accomplishment of these 
tasks depends on how capably the work is performed with people with consid- 
eration of Lenin's requirements. Comrade L. I. Brezhnev pointed out that 
there are favorable opportunities for this in the Army and the Navy more 
than anywhere else. And the commanders, political entities, party organiza- 
tions and all party members see their duty in taking advantage of these 
opportunities, in elevating even higher the level of party-political work 
and achieving a further increase in its effectiveness in resolving respon- 
sible tasks which the party has set for the Armed Forces. 
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PARTY WORK: MILITARY PARTY MEETING RESULTS REVIEWED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 24, Dec 79 signed to 
press 4 Dec 79 pp 17-24 


[Article by Lt Gen V. Balakirev, chief of the department of organizational 
and party work of the Main Political Directorate of the Soviet Army and 
Navy: “Raise the Level of Party Work: On the Results of Reports and Elec- 
tions in Party Organizations of the Army and Navy.” Passages enclosed in 
slantlines printed in boldface. ] 





[Text] Report and election meetings have concluded in Army and Navy party 
organizations. They were a significant event in the life of our troops. A 
distinctive feature of the reports and elections was the fact that they 
were held in the most important and final stage of the 10th Five-Year Plan, 
which was marked by new achievements in the building of communism. The 
political line developed by the 25th CPSU Congress is being implemented 
successfully. Through the selfless labor of the Soviet people, the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union and its Leninist Central Committee 
headed by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, our country has advanced considerably in 
its steady, progressive movement forward. The Soviet Union's economic and 
defense might rose to a new level. 


Armed Forces’ party members and all personnel together with our country's 
toilers took the decisions of the November Plenum of the CPSU Central 
Committee and of the 2d Session of the USSR Supreme Soviet, 10th Convoca- 
tion, and the theses and conclusions contained in Comrade L. I. Brezhnev's 
speech at the Plenun as a fighting program of action. Comrade Brezhnev 
noted that the past report and election meetings again showed that the 
party was ready for new achievements for the people's welfare. Herein lics 
a guarantee of our steadfast forward movement and of new successes and 
achievements. Such a conclusion also relates to the reports and elections 
in Army and Navy party organizations. They again demonstrated the mono- 
lithic unity and solidarity of Army and Navy party members about the Lenin- 
ist CPSU Central Committee and the fervent support by them and by all 
Soviet soldiers of the domestic and foreign policies of the party and 
government. As is the case with all our people, Soviet soldiers are heading 
for the 110th anniversary of Lenin's birth and the 35th anniversary of 
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victory over fascist Germany with enormous enthusiasm and are preparing a 
worthy celebration of them. 


The meetings thoroughly analyzed the organizational and ideological- 
indoctrination work of party organizations and the work style and methods 
of their effective management entities in light of the demands of the 25th 
CPSU Congress, decisions of the Central Committee plenums, the CPSU Central 
Committee Decree "On Further Improvement of Ideological and Political 
Indoctrination Work," and statements by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev. 


The reports and elections took place at the border line of two training 
years. Results of strenuous work in the training year which has concluded 
have been summarized and analyzed among the troops. A new step forward was 
made in that year along the path of a further improvement in combat exper- 
tise of Army and Navy forces. Training plans and programs were acconm- 
plished with high quality in branches of the Armed Forces and the combat 
arms, operational training missions were accomplished successfully, and 
there was an increase in the level of ground, air and naval training and in 
the special, technical, tactical and weapons training of military collec- 
tives. There was an increase in the number of units, ships and subunits 
which completed training with outstanding or good grades, and an increase 
in the ranks of otlichniki, rated specialists, ranking athletes and VSK 
(Military Sports Complex] badge wearers. What was achieved is the result 
of the organizational and indoctrinational work of military councils, 
commanders, political entities, staffs, and the party and Komsomol organiza- 
tions in mobilizing personnel for exemplary fulfillment of the demands of 
the USSR Minister of Defense. 


But that which was achieved did not generate self-complacency in the party 
ranks. Results were analyzed and appraised critically at report and elec- 
tion meetings. Attention was focused on unresolved issues, undisclosed 
reserves and unused opportunities. A characteristic feature of many meet- 
ings was the exacting approach toward appraising each party member's con- 
tribution and personal responsibility for the state of affairs, and the 
increased level of criticism and self-criticism. The fundamental and frank 
party discussion allowed focusing attention of party members and candidate 
members on key issues of combat readiness and combat training, intensifying 
party influence on all aspects of troop life and combat training, gaining a 
deeper understanding of the imperious demand of the time to be always on 
guard and to use every hour of training time rationally for strengthening 
the combat might of the Armed Forces. Just the fact that almost every 
party member of party groups and company party organizations and up to 70 
percent of party members and candidate members in battalion and equivalent 
party organizations participated in discussing the reports attests to the 
high activeness of the party members. Every third person present at the 
meeting in primary organizations spoke. Many suggestions and critical 
remarks were expressed aimed at further increasing vigilance and combat 
readiness. 
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Above all, the focus of attention of the report and election meetings was 
the activity of party members in fulfilling tasks which the party assigned 
in the area of strengthening national defenses, maintaining high combat 
readiness, improving the personnel's combat and political training, raising 
efficiency and discipline, and stepping up party influence on all aspects 
of troop life. It was noted that political entities and party crganiza- 
tions have begun to exert a more concrete and purposeful inflence on the 
accomplishment of tasks of combat readiness, the ground, aaval and air 
training, and personnel training and indoctrination. 


The reports and elections demonstrated with all persuasiveness that the 
force of party influence on combat readiness is higher where party organiza- 
tions have a good knowledge of its status and unresolved problems and where 
the efforts of party members are focused opportunely on eliminating defi- 
ciencies. Results of the past training year and the experience of foremost 
units which were the initiators of socialist competition in branches of the 
Armed Forces, and who achieved the planned goals, as well as the persistent 
improvement of military expertise in the winter combat training period are 
the best confirmation of this. 


The work of the party organization of a tank regiment in the Red Banner 
Belorussian Military District where Maj Yu. Kozlov is the secretary can 
serve as an example. The party members noted that the main efforts of the 
party committee and the entire organization were aimed at further 
increasing combat readiness. Questions of effectiveness and quality were 
discussed here regularly at sessions of the party committee. Individual 
discussions with party members and their reports on fulfillment of their 
official and party duties greatly helped create an atmosphere of high 
exactingness in the collective and the responsibility of every person for 
working with a full output. The demand for a major accounting and mutual 
assistance contributed to the fact that 62 percent of party members and 
candidate members became otlichniki of combat and political training and 
68 percent became specialists with an increased class rating. The regiment 
is gratified by stable successes in accomplishing training missions. It 
has been outstanding for nine years now. Nevertheless, the party members 
were far from being self-satisfied or complacent at the meeting. They 
spoke above all about unresolved problems and ways for accomplishing the 
difficult and responsible tasks of the new training year with high quality. 
Concrete measures for a further struggle to intensify the vanguard role of 
party members in achieving new goals in combat training were outlined in 
the decision of the report and election meeting. 


The crew of the large ASW ship "Kerch'" also achieved high indicators in 
training. By the end of the training year 78 percent of the navymen had 
become otlichniki and 94 percent became masters of combat qualification or 
Ist or 2d class specialists. The crew performed all ship-type training 
tasks and operational training missions with marks of good or outstanding. 
The party organization made a significant contribution toward achieving 
these results. It began to arrange its work more concretely and 











purposefully in ensuring that examples were set by party members and candi- 
date members in combat training and service, and it began to devote con- 
stant attention to increasing their professional expertise and combat quali- 
fications. An overwhelming majority of party members and candidate members 
are training at the outstandine or good level and are sp:cialists with 
higher class ratings. Their influence on coworkers is great and their 
sense of responsibility for common success is high. 


The meeting devoted considerable attention to matters of stepping up party 
influence on the mastery of contemporary equipment and weapons. The opinion 
was expressed that higher demands must be placed on party members for a 
thorough study of the equipment and its skilled use, and there must be 
improvements in military-technical propaganda and the training facility. 
There was sharp criticism of instances of insufficient attention by individ- 
ual p-rty committees and bureaus to the quality of command and methods 
training of officer-party members. 


The party demands that there be a continuation of the increase in level of 
socialist competition, that there be persistent fulfillment of the pledges 
which are made, and that competition be directed toward best use of avail- 
able reserves and foremost experience. There was a full-fledged discussion 
of this at the report and election meeting. The initiative of personnel of 
foremost units and ships, who came out with an appeal to unfold socialist 
competition vigorously for achieving higher goals of combat improvement in 
the new training year, helped direct the discussion into the channel of 
practical matters in a most direct manner. The briefings and presentations 
during reports and elections emphasized that there must be an improvement 
in competition organization, that the movement for foremost combined unit 
must be supported and developed in every possible way, and that patriotic 
initiatives such as "Not one laggard nearby!" must be directed toward an 
improvement in the effectiveness and quality of combat and political train- 
ing. It is important to display constant party concern for fulfillment of 
the pledges made, to create an atmosphere of high political and job active- 
ness, initiative, creativeness and competitiveness in every military 
collective, and to raise the indoctrinational role of competition persis- 
tently. 


It is fully understandable that these matters were discussed with special 
acuteness and exactingness in the report-election meetings of those units, 
ships and subunits where serious deficiencies had been permitted in party 
work and in the training and indoctrination of personnel, and where social- 
ist pledges had not been fulfilled. Take the extensive, fundamental dis- 
cussion which took place at a meeting of the unit where Capt A. Snegirev is 
the party organization secretary. It was noted that the party committee 
here made many decisions aimed at fulfilling combat readiness taske and 
unfolding competition, but many of them were not reinforced with the 
necessary organizational work and remained essentially on paper. This led 
to a situation where even some party members began to assess the results of 
their work in an uncritical manner. Some of them showed poor training at 
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the .iral check. And this fact indicates how important it is above all to 
ensure that party members are the right-flankers of competition and that 
all of them without exception set the tone in service and tiaining and 
demonstrate a model of a highly responsible attitude toward the fulfillment 
of pledges and the achievement of new, higher goals in combat training. 


The interests of the matter require a further intensification of party 
influence on strengthening discipline and law and order, anc on raising 
efficiency in conformity with the demands of the latest party Central 
Committee decrees and statements by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev. As was rightly 
emphasized at the meetings, we must strive to ensure that party members 
serve as the example always and in everything, tha: they persistently seek 
to have all military personnel take a conscientious attitude toward ful- 
filling their duties, that they constantly and intelligibly propagandize 
provisions of the USSR Constitution, the military oath and regulations 
among them, and that they create an atmosphere of intolerance toward any 
infractions of military order. It was noted at the meetings that it is 
important to perform a detailed analysis of the reasons for negative 
phenomena in discipline, prevent their appearance, and display high party 
exactingness toward every party member for his work of rallying military 
collectives, creating a healthy moral atmosphere in them and improving 
servicemen's everyday routine. 


The reports and elections demonstrated that the essence of a political 
approach by party organizations toward various spheres of Army and Navy 
life still is not understood thoroughly everywhere. A number of secre- 
taries and party group organizers were carried away at the meetings merely 
by commenting on results of the training year and enumerating the measures 
which had been conducted. They did not analyze how the struggle for their 
effectiveness had been conducted. Matters of combat and mobilization 
readiness, combat training and socialist competition often were posed iu 
general, without highlighting the chief directions and without considera- 
tion of the categories of service persornel. The efforts by all party 
members and their examples set in training and disciplize were not always 
evaluated here. Some meetings did not provide a proper evaluation of 
instances of irresponsible attitudes by some managers toward the organiza- 
tion of the fulfillment of socialist pledges. Insufficiently thorough 
analysis was performed in a number of places on how party inrluence was 
being exerted on the mastery of new combat equipment and weaponry and what 
was being done to improve military-technical propaganda, the training 
facility, and the command and methods training of officer-party members. 
Not all the meetings thoroughly examined the mechanism of party influence 
or the personal contribution by every party member towar4 the accomplish- 
ment of assigned missions. The reasons for poor effectiveness of combat 
training, a low level of discipline in some subunits and instances of 
liberalism and lack of principle in evaluating negative phenomena were dis- 
cussed in some places without sufficient depth. The edge of criticism in 
some party organizations of staffs and directorates primarily was directed 
against deficiencies in their subordinate units and subunits, and not toward 
their own omissions. 
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A further increase in. party influence on the accomplishment of tasks 
assigned by the USSR Minister of Defense depends largely on the spirited 
nature of the work of party organizations, on the full-fledged nature of 
their internal party life, on every possible development of criticism and 
self-criticism, the service and sociopolitical activeness of members and 
candidate members of the party, and development of initiative. Speakers 
emphasized that there must be no laxity, lack of organization, mismanage- 
ment, or any mistakes which reduce combat readiness even to the slightest 
extent in a sector where a party member is working. The conclusion reached 
at the meetings was as follows: We must continue to increase the vanguard 
role of party members in everything--in service, training, discipline, 

and everyday life--and the activeness in social life. A party member must 
be a right-flanker of the Army ranks. The stricter the accounting he 
demands of himself, the more combat effective are the party ranks and the 
stronger their influence on those around them. It is for this reason that 
the meetings attached great importance to a further increase in party 
members' sociopolitical activeness, their sense of responsibility for 
ensuring the organization and solidarity of their collectives, their respon- 
sibility for carrying out party demands, and their observance of Soviet 
laws. Party organizations are called upon to fight resolutely against all 
kinds of infractions of discipline and displays of indifference, negligence 
and eyewash. 


It is generally known thet assignments play a large role in deveioping the 
activeness of party members and increasing their responsibility for carry- 
ing out the demands of the CPSU Bylaws. For example, from 70 to 80 percent 
of party members in a number of units of the Group of Soviet Forces in 
Germany and the Turkestan and Baltic military districts regularly carry out 
party assignments. The established practice of hearing reports of party 
members an? candidate members at meetings and sessions of party committees 
and bureaus as to their participation in party work has a positive effect 
on development of their activeness. 


Progress in fulfilling guidelines of the 25th Party Congress on improving 
the qualitative make-up of those entering the party and on strengthening 
party ranks alse was discussed actively from the rostrum of the meetings. 
Everywhere it was emphasized that much experience had been gained in 
resolving this key issue of party organizational development. Many Army 
and Navy party organizations are being filled in with worthy representa- 
tives of various categories of service personnel and workers and employees. 
But it is hardly everywhere that matters stand this way. There still are 
instances of a shallow study by party organizations of persons joining the 
party and of haste in examining their applications. Individual party 
committees and bureaus in the Central Group of Forces, in the Transbaikal 
and Kiev military districts and in the Baltic Fleet were seriously criti- 
cized for such mistakes during the reports and elections. In accepting new 
comrades into the party, some party organizations of military schools 
allowed themselves to be carried away by the quantitative aspect of the 
matter, especially in graduating classes. In being concerned for selection 
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of the cream of the crop of military personnel for the CPSU, emphasized the 
participants of meetings, it is necessary to display high exactingness on 
those joining the party, to prevent any instances of forcing an increase in 
its numbers, and not allow formalism or unscrupulousness in examining the 
applications of those wishing to join the party. As demanded by the CPSU 
Central Committee in the decree on the work of party organizations of 
Kirgizia in accepting into the party and indoctrinating CPSU candidate 
members, we must continue to devote unremitting attention to ensuring a 
regulating effect on the growth in party ranks, to the quality of those 
being accepted into the party, and to their going through a period of can- 
didacy. 


There was a particularly acute discussion at the meetings about the need to 
improve the organizational work of party committees and bureaus and of 

party organization secretaries, to step up supervision and the check of 
execution, and to increase the personal responsibility of party members for 
an assigned task. Facts were cited in particular where some party organiza- 
tion secretaries spend almost their entire energy on drawing up plans, 
minutes and decrees, come out with good appeals, and at the same time do a 
poor job of organizing the accomplishment of what has been adopted, approved 
or planned. The meetings demanded that all party members steadfastly imple- 
ment party directives and their organization's decisions and plans. The 
basic meaning of party supervision is to ensure an organic unity of deci- 
sion and execution, to create conditions for successful accomplishment of 
the assigned tasks and to prevent possible deficiencies. 


The meetings paid special attention to ideological work and to concern for 
its continuous improvement. In their assessment of the status of propa- 
ganda and agitation, the meetings’ participants proceeded from demands of 
the CPSU Central Committee Decree "On Further Imp1>vement of Ideological 
and Political Indoctrination Work." They summarized the first results of 
their work in carrying out this decree and determined the primary tasks on 
which their efforts had to be concentrated. It was noted everywhere that 
the ideological life of party organizations had become richer in content 
and its concreteness and effectiveness was being reinforced. This was 
being facilitated by a detailed study of materials of the 25th CPSU Congress 
and of subsequent CPSU Central Committee plenums, of Lenin's ideological 
and theoretical heritage, the works and speeches of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, 
and his recommendations and instructions contained in the two-volume work 
entitled "Aktual'nyye voprosy ideologicheskoy raboty KPSS" [Current Issues 
of CPSU Ideological Work], in the collection entitled "Na strazhe mira i 
sotisalizma" [Guarding Peace and Socialism], and in the books "Malaya 
Zemlya," "Vozrozhdeniye" [The Rebirth] and "Tselina" [The Virgin Lands]. 


Meanwhile, party members speaking at meetings identified a number of 

serious shortcomings in ideological work. Among them was a formal attitude 
by some party organizations toward the political training of party members 
and candidate members and all personnel, and an insufficient sense of pur- 
pose and efficient work by agitprop groups, political briefers and agitators. 
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The integrated approach in accomplishing ideological indoctrination tasks 
still is being introduced slowly. A close tie has not been achieved every- 
where between political indoctrination work and the tasks of combat train- 
ing and strengthening military discipline. This unfortunately was not the 
subject of an extensive, objective discussion during some of the meetings. 
The reports showed that only a beginning had been made in performing the 
tasks advanced in the CPSU Central Committee Decree "On Further Improvement 
of Ideolcgical and Political Indoctrination Work," and that this work, 
designed for the long term, must be performed more concretely and purpose- 
fully. As was noted at the All-Union Conference of Ideological Workers, 
questions of the practical organization of ideological indoctrination work 
and its well-conceived coordination now are especially important. The 
chief element is to ensure the skilled, integrated use of all means of 
ideological influence and give propaganda and agitation a more efficient 
and effective character. Every party organization must become a genuine 
center of ideological indoctrination work. It is important to bring all 
party members, primarily the management personnel, in for personnel indoc- 
trination. The practice of monthly common political days merits further 
development in this respect. 


Party organizations have to give unflagging attention to impiementing 
demands of the CPSU Central Committee on a further reinforcement of the 
indoctrinational role of the Soviet Armed Forces. In connection with the 
extensive preparations for the 110th anniversary of Lenin's birth and the 
35th anniversary of the Soviet people's victory in the Great Patriotic War, 
we must reinforce our concern for deepening propaganda of Lenin's ideolog- 
ical and theoretical heritage and of the revolutionary, combat and labor 
traditions of the party, the Soviet people and their Armed Forces; and for 
indoctrinating military personnel in the example of Lenin's life and work 
and the experience of t,e older generat.ons of the Motherland's defenders. 


Questions of party management of Komsomol organizations and an increase in 
every party member's role and responsibility for indoctrinating the youth 
were discussed objectively during the reports and elections. It was noted 
that the party's nucleus within the Komsomol increased as a result of the 
past Komsomol report and election meetings and conferences. It is very 
important to provide effective assistance to party members elected to 
Komsomol entities, and to the entire Komsomol aktiv in carrying out the 
party's demands, Comrade Brezhnev's instructions in his speech at the 18th 
Komsomol Congress, and the decisions of this congress; in further increasing 
the sociopolitical activeness of Komsomol members; in assuring that they 
set the examples in training and discipline; and in forming for them an 
active position in life. 


The reports and elections again demonstrated that the influence and author- 
ity of party organizations are higher where political entities exercise 
concrete and efficient management of them. This style of management is 
inherent to the majority of political entities, but judging from critical 
remarks made during the reports and elections concerning political entities, 
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some of them are not making full use of the opportunities available here. 
There still are instances where workers of political entities reduce: their 
roles to cursory visits to subunit and unit party organizations and become 
carried away with inspectoral functions, forgetting that genuine management 
is above all the thorough study and organization of party work in outlying 
areas and concrete assistance to commanders, political workers and the 
party aktiv. Thus we are speaking about the need for a further improvement 
in the style and methods of party management. 


Taking the results of reports and elections into account, we must improve 
the work of company and equivalent party organizations and party groups, 
increase their activeness and efficiency, and continue to improve the work 
style and methods of unit and ship party committees in the management of 
subunit party organizations. Life demands stepped-up attention to battalion 
party organizations, which in recent years have grown stronger numerically 
and organizationally. Many of them have party bureaus. The nearness to 
personnel and the rights granted them as primary organizations in the regi- 
ments where party committees have been set up permit the battalion organiza- 
tions to exert an effective influence on the state of affairs in the sub- 
units. 


There is a quite obvious need for regular, qualified instruction of the 
secretaries and aktiv of company and battalion party organizations and their 
careful training in the practice of party work and methods of effective 
influence on all soldiers. The presentations by many officers noted that 
it was no less important to train subunit commanders who are party members 
in the ability to rely on party organizations and direct their activities. 
Following the example of a number of political entities, matters of the 
joint, concerted work of the commander and the party organization should be 
discussed at courses and seminars. It is well if these matters are also 
brought up periodically at sessions of party committees and unit bureaus 
and are decided with consideration of the specific character of the sub- 
units. 


The composition of party committees and bureaus, party organization secre- 
taries and party group organizers was reinforced as a result of the elec- 
tions. For example, in the Southern Group of Forces, Leningrad Military 
District, the Moscow Air Defense District and other districts, 75-80 percent 
of company party organization secretaries were elected for a second term or 
more. Twenty-seven percent of party organization secretaries and 19 percent 
of party group organizers were elected for the first time in the Strategic 
Missile Forces. Seventy-two percent of the elected activists here are 
otlichniki of combat and political training, 90 percent are masters of com- 
bat qualification or specialists with an increased rating, and 81 percent 
have a higher education. There was an improvement in the quality of secre- 
taries of primary party organi“ations and members of party committees and 
bureaus of units and ships. The most authoritative, well-prepared CPSU 
members and those with most initiative were elected to managing party enti- 
ties. It stands to reason that thts in no way reduces the demands placed on 











the activists’ training and indoctrination. To the contrary, political 
entities at all levels are called upon to improve differentiated training 
of the party aktiv and its briefing in outlying areas during the performance 
of practical tasks. Proper actions were taken where seminars and courses 
for newly elected secretaries were held immediately after the report and 
election meetings and where a system of training and indoctrination of the 
party aktiv was conceived and is being carried out on a planned basis. 


Political entities exercised daily direction of the progress or reports and 
elections in party organizations, and exercised the necessary control. The 
managing command and political personnel of combined units and units took 
an active part in the meetings. Responsible workers of the USSR Ministry 
of Defense, the Main Political Directorate of the Soviet Army and Navy, and 
political directorates of branches of the Armed Forces also took an active 
part in the meetings. Of most value is the fact that they showed concern 
for taking a number of efficient steps to eliminate deficiencies and improve 
matters. Political departments and party commissions briefed the party 
members on fulfillment of decrees of party conferences. Efficient steps 
were taken to eliminate the deficiencies revealed. For example, the 
political directorate of the National Air Defense Forces condemned an 
instance of a violation of party democracy in holding a meeting in one of 
the party organizations of the Armavir Red Banner Higher Military Pilots’ 
School of Air Defense. Much was done to increase the role of political 
departments and party committee secretaries in preparing and conducting the 
meetings. This year the report and election campaign was covered in a 
considerably broader manner in the Army and Navy press. Its results were 
summarized in political directorates of branches of the Armed Forces, 
districts, groups of forces and fleets, and examined at conferences and 
seminars of the party aktiv. The task is to ensure that the experience 
generalized during the meetings is widely used to elevate further the level 
of party work and increase its effectiveness. 


The attention of all party members must be directed at the present time to 
the timely, complete fulfillment of decrees of the report and election 
meetings. This is the concern of party committees and bureaus above all, 

as well as of political entities. Everything must be done so that not one 
of the suggestions or critical remarks made at the meetings goes for naught. 
It is important to establish proper supervision over the progress in carry- 
ing them out and to brief the party members on this in a timely manner. 


Reports and elections represent an important stimulus for a new upsurge in 
the level and effectiveness of party work. To implement everything out lined 
at the report and election meetings means to raise the efficiency of Army 
and Navy party organizations even higher and increase their role in accom- 
plishing the tasks which the party and government have set for the Armed 
Forces. 


COPYRIGHT: ‘Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1979 
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POLITICAL INDOCTRINATION: NATIONAL LIBERATION MOVEMENT 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 24, Dec 79 signed to 
press 4 Dec 79 pp 25-36 


[Article by Col G. Malinovskiy, Candidate of Philosophical Sciences, Docent: 
"The National Liberation Movement at the Present Stage"!; also "Recommenda- 
tions for a Seminar" on the naticnal liberation movement. Passages enclosed 
in slantlines printed in boldface. ] : 


[Text] The experience of class battles of the 20th century has shown that it 
is possible to understand the essence and character of changes occurring on 
our planet, determine the prospects for development of the world revolution- 
ary process, and properly assess the role of all its currents only with 
guidance from Lenin's teaching on the alliance of the three main revolution- 
ary forces of modern times--world socialism, the international proletariat, 
and the national liberation movement. 


Lenin always viewed the struggle for freedom and independence by peoples 
oppressed by imperialism in the general context of the world social revolu- 
tion of the proletariat. He emphasized that “social revolution cannot occur 
other than in the form of an era linking the civil war of the yroletariat 
with the bourgeoisie in leading countries and /a large number/ of democratic 
and revolutionary movements, including national liberation movements, in 
underdeveloped, backward and oppressed nations" ("Polnoye sobraniye sochine- 
niy" [Complete Collected Works], XXX, 112). 


The Great October opened this era. It shook the citadels of capitalism and 
impaired its rear areas. Comrade L. I. Brezhnev said that "it was the vic- 
tory of October which genuinely aroused the awareness of the colonial 
peoples and helped them achieve enormous success in the struggle for libera- 
tion from the yoke of imperialism" ("“Leninskim kursom" [With a Leninist 
Course], VI, 590). The Soviet Union's defeat of German fascism and Japanese 
militarism, victories of socialist revolutions in a number of countries of 
Europe and Asia, and formation of a world system of socialism were of out- 
standing significance for the powerful upsurge of the national liberation 
movement . 





1. The article is recommended for use by Marxist-Leninist training groups 
in studying the topic "Features of the Contemporary National Libera- 
tion Movement and Its Role and Importance in the World Revolutionary 
Process." 
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The contemporary stage in the struggle of nations of colonial and dependent 
countries and of young liberated states against all forms of imperialist 
oppression and for the attainment and protection of genuine sovereignty is 
linked directly with a further growth in the might of world socialism as 

the deciding factor of social progress of mankind and the bulwark of freedom 
of nations and universal peace. 


kkk 


Elimination of the colonial system of imperialism in its classical forms is 
one of the most important results of the national liberation struggle of 
peoples. Traditional colonialism still holds on in territories occupying 
around one percent of the land, where less than one-two hundredths of our 
planet's population lives. But even these remnants of former empires are 
being inexorably eroded by the revolutionary waves of the century. Another 
24 countries gained independence in the seventies alone. And since World 
War II a total of over two billion people have cast aside the yoke of the 
colonizers and formed 94 national states. 


Victories of people's revolutions in South Vietnam, Laos, Kampuchea, 
Afghanistan and Nicaragua, and the overthrow of monarchical regimes in 
Ethiopia and Iran have become events of historical importance. The struggle 
of peoples for eliminating the last bastions of racism and reaction in the 
southern part of Africa stepped up sharply with the downfall of the Portu- 
guese colonial empire on that continent. 


The 25th CPSU Congress provided a thorough Marxist-Leninist appraisal of the 
situation in the area of the national liberation movement. It stressed that 
new horizons now were opening up for countries which had won independence. 
Relying on the victories won, peoples of foreign colonies have an opportun- 
ity to achieve full liberation from imperialist oppression and to take the 
path of social progress. 


The national liberation movement does not end with the winning of political 
independence. Its independence will be shaky and fictitious if the revolu- 
tion does not lead to profound changes in the social-economic structure of 
society and does not resolve pressing tasks of national rebirth. So long as 
the liberated countries are included in the system of the world capitalist 
economy, they remain in a subordinate position there and serve as before as 
an object of imperialistic exploitation. 


Over 70 percent of the population and three-fourths of the raw materials and 
energy resources of the nonsocialist world now are concentrated in the 
developing countries. But they share in only 18 percent of the gross 
domestic product and 15 percent of industrial production and exports. 
Monopolies of the capitalistic West earn almost $200 billion annually on 
transactions involving raw materials alone, while the developing countries 
themselves receive 6-7 times less for the raw material exported. This is 
why, in addition to consolidating and protecting political independence, 

the surmounting of economic backwardness, creation of an independent 
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national economy, and an increase in the peoples" standard of living now 
become the central tasks for a majority of the young states. The libera- 
tion struggle now, this time under conditions of state self-determination, 
is assuming new forms and, in addition to the political sphere, also is 
encompassing the spheres of social-economic and nonmaterial relations. 


The former colonial world is one of many faces despite a certain commonality 
of the social-economic status of liberated countries and the tasks facing 
them. But two primary directions of development and two orientations-- 
either on capitalism or on socialism--can be seen in it more and more 
clearly. 


A majority of the liberated countries are taking the capitalistic path of 
development. But even if this path is accompanied by a certain economic 
growth, it does not resolve the fundamental problems of the young state. 
Moreover, their economic and political dependence on imperialistic powers 
grows stronger. This is shown in part by the growing financial debt of the 
developing countries, which amounts to $300 billion. In 1977 the young 
states (nonexporters of oil) spent $31.3 billion for paying external debts 
and interest on credits, which is equal to 23 percent of the value of their 
total exports. The gap in levels of economic development between imperial- 
istic and liberated countries is growing as a result. During the period 
from 1950 to 1978, for example, despite an increase of the young states’ 
gross domestic product of from $157 to $283 per capita, their lag behind 
countries of the capitalistic West became almost 13 times instead of 10 
times for this indicator. 


An increase in the number of countries striving to break the fetters of 
imperialist bondage fully is an important feature of the present-day 
national liberation movement. Comrade Brezhnev remarked that “it is excep- 
tionally important that many liberated states are declining the capitalistic 
path of development and are setting the goal of building a society free of 
exploitation, oriented on socialism" ("Leninskim kursom," VI, 590). Among 
the countries which long ago chose socialism as the reference point of their 
development are, in particular, Algeria, Burma, Guinea, South Yemen, the 
Congo, Syria and Tanzania. Angola, Afghanistan, Benin, Madagascar, 
Mozambique, Ethiopia and others took the path of socialist orientation in 
the seventies. States with a socialist orientation rightly are considered 
the leading detachment of the modern national liberation movement. They 

now take in a vast zone with a total area over 12 million square kilometers 
with a population of around 150 million. In Africa, for example, they now 
have around a third of the territory and almost a fourth of the continent's 
population. 


Socialist orientation (or the noncapitalistic path) represents a unique 
transitional phase in the development of liberated countries from the pre- 
capitalistic stage to socialism through a number of intermediate levels, 
as brilliantly predicted by Lenin. In this stage the material, social, 
political and nonmaterial prerequisites are created for the transition to 














the building of socialism. The decisive conditions for noncapitalistic 
development are, first of all, the presence in the country of a 
revolutionary-democratic authority relying on a broad alliance of the work- 
ing classes and capable of consistently implementing progressive transforma- 
tions in all spheres of social life; and secondly, reliance by forces of 
national liberation on comprehensive support of world socialism. 


Serious changes are occurring in the internal life of countries with a 
socialist orientation. Resolute steps are being taken to dislodge foreign 
capital, to create a national industry, to consolidate the state sector 
within it, and to introduce a planning basis. There is a realignment of 
agricultural production through the creation of state farms and coopera- 
tives and by converting a single-crop economy oriented on exports into a 
multisector economy providing for the country's domestic needs. Economic 
transformations are accompanied by important social changes. The population's 
employment is increasing, national cadres are formed, illiteracy is elimin- 
ated, compulsory training of school-age children is introduced, a system of 
social insurance and medical services is created, and living conditions of 
the toiling masses are improved. Steps are being taken to reinforce the 
state apparatus, to democratize political life and to create a combat- 
effective national army. 





A number of countries with a socialist orientation have taken important steps 
to strengthen the unity of party members and revolutionary democrats with 
all patriotic forces. The convergence of revolutionary democracy with the 
theory and practice of scientific socialism has become noticeably stronger. 
This is manifested in particular in the creation of vanguard parties of a 
new type in a number of countries (Angola, Mozambique, Benin, South Yemen), 
which base their programs on principles of scientific socialism. Such a 
party now is being set up in Ethiopia. Meanwhile, experience shows that 
the evolution of revolutionary democracy toward scientific socialism is a 
complex, lengthy process which often is accompanied by opposition between 
its left and right wings. 


An intensification of social differentiation of the contemporary national 
liberation movement within the limits of individual countries and on a 
regional or world scale is a characteristic trait. This is because the 
social aspect is advanced to the foreground almost everywhere in the libera- 
tion struggle. It becomes less "natiorwide" and more of a class struggle. 
The 25th CPSU Congress noted that "a complex process of delimitation of 
class forces is occurring in many of the liberated countries and class 
struggle is growing” ("Materialy XXV s"yezda KPSS" [Materials of the 25th 
CPSU Congress], p 12). 


Socialist orientation is making inroads in a stubborn struggle in which 
there are both defeats and victories. Some political regimes and organiza- 
tions which have proclaimed socialist goals and which are conducting pro- 
gressive transformations are being subjected to heavy pressure from the 
domestic and foreign reaction. This oftentimes leads to zigzags in the 
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politics of some young states, and sometimes even to a backward movement. 
This is shown in part by the development of events in Egypt and a number of 
other countries. 


A delimitation of forces is observed in regional organizations of the devel- 
oping states. For example, a number of progressive countries in the Arab 
world ‘Algeria, Libya, Syria, South Yemen) and the Palestine Liberation 
Organization have set up the Front of Determination and Opposition to a 
Separate Agreement between Israel and Egypt Worked out with the Active Par- 
ticipation of the United States. There is a growing number of Latin Ameri- 
can countries which are coming out more and more resolutely against convert- 
ing the Organization of American States into an instrument of neocolonial 
politics. Mexico, Panama, Costa Rica, Ecuador and Peru in fact have dis- 
rupted U.S. attempts to use the mechanism of the OAS to suppress the libera- 
tion struggle of the people of Nicaragua. But there also are facts of another 
sort. For example, member states of the Organization of African Unity act 
as a united front against imperialistic expansion in far from every case by 
virtue of a differing social orientation. It is generally known that a 
number of African countries not only morally supported the aggressive acts 
of the imperialists to put down popular revolts in Zaire in 1977 and 1978, 
but even took part in these actions. 


Finally, the social demarcation in the former colonial world is shown by 

the more precise nature of directions in social development of the liberated 
countrics--either along the capitalistic path or along the path of social- 
ist orientation. Essentially no countries now remain here in which the path 
of development has not been defined with sufficient detail. 


The demarcation of social-class forces generates contradictions in the ranks 
of the liberation movement and conflicts between developing countries. This 
has a negative effect on the unity of anti-imperialist actions. At the same 
time, there is an increase in the solidarity of progressive states and 
organizations which consistently act to strengthen the alliance with world 
socialism in the struggle against neocolonialism and racism and for national 
and social liberation. 


The increase in the number of countries with a socialist orientation, the 
progressive transformations in many young states, and the consolidation of 
anti-imperialist forces in the former colonial world convincingly confirm 
the chief feature of the contemporary national liberation movement noted by 
the CPSU--a development of the struggle for national liberation into a 
struggle against exploiting relationships, both feudal and capitalistic. 
Lenin's prevision is coming true: Having begun the struggle for national 
freedom, the peoples of colonies and dependent countries will arrive at a 
struggle against capitalism and imperialism, i.e., against the very founda- 


tions of the exploiting system (see "Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy," XLIV, 
38). 
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Imperialism is forced to reckon with this historic reality. In adapting to 
the new situation in the world, it hopes to use neocolonialism to continue 
the exploitation of developing countries and control their economic and 
political lives. The primary efforts of neocolonial politics are aimed at 
keeping the liberated countries within the orbit of world capitalism and 
preventing them from becoming oriented on socialism. Various economic 
methods for enslaving peoples, backed up by a more refined political and 
spiritual oppression, come to the fore. 


Following the old principle of divide and conquer, the neocolonialists pro- 
voke enmity and conflict among peoples of the iiberated states. They supply 
arms to their henchmen, recruit mercenaries for them and knock together all 
kinds of military groupings involving the participation of pro-imperialist 
regimes. The Declaration by the Moscow Conference of the Political Consul- 
tative Committee of Warsaw Pact Member Nations states that influential cir- 
cles of the imperialist powers also have not given up their "classical" 
methods for keeping entire countries and peoples in suberdination--military 
interventions, crude interference in the internal affairs of independent 
states, and infringements of their sovereign rights. 


A characteristic trait of neocolonialism is an ever-increasing transfer of 
functions of suppressing the peoples’ liberation struggle to reactionary 
regimes. For example, the role of regional gendarme in the Persian Gulf 
area, which Iran under the Shah performed, now is given to Egypt. The neo- 
colonialists twice have used Moroccan, Sudanese and Senegalese troops for 
suppressing popular uprisings in Zaire. 


The present leaders of China also are in the same harness with the neocolo- 
nialists. Thanks to their hegemonic and great-power goals, they are split- 
ting the liberation movement and attempting to isolate it from the socialist 
community. They are plotting directly with imperialism. There is a contin- 
uous increase in China's economic, political and military support of the 
reactionary regimes. Practice shows that the Chinese leaders are conductin* 
imperialistic, neocolonialist, expansionist politics and acting as one with 
the world of capital. But such politics is becoming bankrupt as it 
encounters an ever more resolute rebuff from the freedomloving peoples of 
Asia, Africa and Latin America. 


kre 


In examining the place of the national liberation movement in the world 
revolutionary process, Lenin expressed the firm conviction that following 
the period of revolutionary awakening of peoples of the East would follow a 
period of their participation in deciding the fate of the entire world. He 
said that "peoples of the East are awakening to the fact that they must act 
and that every people must decide the question of the fate of all mankind" 
("Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy," XXXIX, 328). This Leninist prevision is 
being confirmed brilliantly. The 1969 International Conference of Communist 
and Working Parties pointed to the ever-increasing role of the 
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anti-imperialist movement of peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America in 
the world revolutionary process. The last decade clearly revealed a trend to 
strengthening the effect of the liberation struggle of these peoples on 
various aspects of contemporary international relations. It was in the 
seventies that such a turn began in the mutual relations of the developing 
countries with imperialist powers. Such a turn of events can be compared 
in historical importance to the collapse of colonial empires. 


It should be noted above all that the developing countries are taking an 
active part in the struggle begun by socialist states for a fundamental 
realignment of international relations. They are defending their political 
and economic rights with growing energy in the opposition against imperial- 
ism, attempting to consolidate their independence and uplift the level of 
their peoples’ social, economic and cultural development. The young states 
have advanced a program for establishing a "new international economic 
order," which provides for the elimination of discrimination in trade and 
establishment of mutually advantageous and stable prices in the exchange of 
raw materials for finished products. 


The developing states are setting up their own economic organizations to 
oppose collective neocolonialistic acts of international monopolies, such as 
the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries, alliances of countries 
exporting bananas, sugar, bauxite and so on. At the V UN Conference on 
Trade and Development held in Manila in 1979, the developing countries 
unanimously came forth with an extensive program of demands on capitalist 
states, which were forced to make certain economic concessions. This all 
confirms the conclusion by the 25th CPSU Congress that “with the present 
correlation of world class forces, the liberated countries can fully oppose 
an imperialistic diktat and achieve just, i.e., equitable, economic rela- 
tions" ("Materialy XXV s"“yezda KPSS," p 13). 


The influence of the liberated countries on resolution of international 
problems was increased thanks to an increase in their role in the United 
Nations (at the present time 118 of the 152 member states of the United 
Nations belong to the group of developing countries). The overwhelming 
majority of young states act from anticolonial, anti-imperialist positions. 
This led to a noticeable regrouping of forces in the United Nations and put 
an end to the former dominance of the imperialist powers here. 


The developing countries often act jointly with the socialist states in the 
United Nations, particularly in matters of strengthening universal peace 
and security of nations, eliminating the vestiges of colonialism and racism, 
and stopping imperialist aggression. For example, they supported the Soviet 
Union's proposal for concluding a world treaty on nonuse of force in inter- 
national relations, and on reducing military budgets and allocating a por- 
tion of the funds saved for helping developing countries. 


At the initiative of African states, the UN General Assembly adopted a reso- 
lution depriving the government of the Republic of South Africa of the right 
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to control Namibia and demanded the transfer of authority to the South West 
African People's Organization (SWAPO). By an overwhelming majority of 
votes, it branded Zionism as a form of racism and racial discrimination and 
recognized the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination, 
national independence and sovereignty. At the suggestion of a group of 
developing countries, the UN Security Council condemned the armed interven- 
tion of the Republic of South Africa against Angola and demanded that Israel 
cease its aggressive actions against Lebanon. The active work of developing 
states is blocking the attempt by the United States and its accomplices to 
turn the United Nations into an instrument of their own politics. Moreover, 
it is strengthening the anticolonial, anti-imperialistic character of 
actions of this international body and contributing to an increase in its 
prestige. 


The growing role of the liberated countries in world affairs is clearly 
manifested in the work of the nonaligned movement, which comes behind the 
United Nations in the number of states participating (at the recent VI 
Conference of Nonaligned Countries in Havana there were delegations from 92 
full-fledged participants of the movement represented, as well as 35 states, 
national liberation movements and international organizations as observers 
and guests). 


As it developed, the nonaligned movement, which arose initially on the 
basis of ideas of neutralism and nonparticipation in military blocs, began 
to assume an increasingly progressive, anti-imperialist character. Its 
goals and tasks coincide with or are very close to the position of socialist 
countries on many current problems of international life. The Conference of 
European Communist and Working Parties noted in its summary document that 
“the movement of nonaligned countries, in which a majority of the developing 
countries participate, now is one of the most important factors of world 
politics. It is making an active contribution to the struggle for peace, 
security, detente and cooperation on an equal basis, for creation of a just 
system of international political and economic relations, and to the 
struggle against imperialism, cclonialism, neocolonialism and all forms of 
domination and exploitation." 


This was convincingly demonstrated by the VI Conference of Nonaligned Coun- 
tries, which was held in Havana this year. It confirmed that participants 
in the nonaligned movement, despite differences in their political and 
social systems, are joined by common goals of the struggle against imperial- 
ism, neocolonialism and racism and for consolidating peace throughout the 
world. Results of the conference indicate the total failure of attempts by 
western and Peking diplomacy to split the nonaligned countries, separate 
them from a natural ally, the socialist community, and emasculate the move- 
ment's anti~imperialist essence. 


It is important to emphasize the military~political aspect of an increase 
in the role of the liberated countries in world development. The consistent 
struggle of many young states for strengthening national sovereignty and for 
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social progress is undermining the military-strategic positions of imperial- 
ism in countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America. 


The colonies and dependent countries always have been the suppliers of 
material resources for waging imperialist wars. Amd even today the capital- 
ist states satisfy up to 50 percent of their needs for minerals and around 
95 percent of the needs in oil through imports from the developing coun- 
tries. Establishment of national control over their raw materials by the 
latter countries reduces the opportunity for them to be used by imperialists 
to wage aggressive wars. 


Previously it was easy for the colonizers to make up expeditionary troops 
from among the indigenous population of colonies and dependent countries. 
Now the imperialists no longer can count on a significant influx of "cannon 
fodder" from these countries, let alone from the young sovereign states. 
This was shown in particular by the aggression of imperialists in Indochina, 
Angola and the Near East, where they either had to send in their own regular 
troops or use mercenaries recruited in capitalist states. 


There has been a significant reduction in opportunities for imperialist 
powers to make use of the territories of liberated countries for conducting 
military operations against the socialist states and freedomloving peoples. 
Young states are coming out more and more resolutely against accommodating 
foreign military bases on their territories. The imperialists were forced 
to remove their troops from territories of Algeria, Tunesia, Nigeria, 
Syria, South Yemen, India, Burma, Libya, Madagascar, Malta and Iran. The 
progressive public of Cyprus, the Philippines, Panama and a number of other 
states is demanding the elimination of foreign military bases. 


There is a deepening crisis of the military bloc strategy of imperialism. 
The SEATO bloc ceased to exist in 1975, and CENTO in 1979. Centrifugal 
tendencies are growing in the Asian-Pacific Council (ASPAC). The Organiza- 
tion of American States is going more and more out of the control of the 
United States. Young states are acting resolutely against plans of the 
imperialists to knock together new blocs in the Near East, in Africa and in 
the South Atlantic. 


The intensifying struggle of the developing countries to reinforce their 
independence and sovereignty is weakening the military-strategic positions 
of imperialism. The CPSU Program notes that “the time is past when 
imperialism can make unhindered use of these countries’ human and material 
resources in the predatory wars they unleash. The time has come when the 
peoples of these countries are overcoming the resistance of reactionary 
circles and circles linked with the colonizers, as well as the vascillations 
of the national bourgeoisie and can place their resources at the service of 
general security and become a new bastion of peace." 
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Lenin emphasized the importance of a firm alliance of the peoples of 
colonies and dependent countries with the victorious proletariat. He said 
thet ". . . the revolutionary movement of nations of the East now can be 
developed successfully . . . in no other way than in a direct link with 
the revolutionary struggle of our Soviet Republic against international 
imperialism" ("Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy,” XXXIX, 318). 


The experience of the liberation struggle of nations of Asia, Africa and 
Latin America convincingly demonstrated that it was the alliance and cooper- 
ation with the world of socialism that helped them attain historic 
successes. The liberated states have in the socialist countries true and 
reliable friends ready to give them feasible assistance and support in 
developing along a progressive path. And not only moral and political 
support, but also economic and organizational support, including even 
cooperation in strengthening defense. 


True to the principle of proletarian internationalism, the Soviet Union and 
all countries of the socialist community are giving an enormous amount of 
assistance to the young states and national liberation movements. fFor 
example, at the USSR's initiative the United Nations in 1960 adopted the 
Declaration on Granting Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, in 
1963 the "Declaration on Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination," 
and in 1973 a declaration condemning apartheid. The Soviet Union resolutely 
supported just demands of developing countries in sessions of the UN General 
Assembly on establshing their full sovereignty over their natural resources 
and realigning international economic relationships on the basis of equal 
rights. 


An expansion of cooperation and enrichment of its political content is a 
leading trend in the development of ties between the USSR and the liberated 
countries. While the USSR had diplomatic relations with 29 liberated coun- 
tries in 1960, it had relations with 76 in 1978. The number of states of 
Asia, Africa and Latin America with which our country has concluded agree- 
ments on economic and technical cooperation increased from 14 to 64 during 
this period. The Soviet Union has done much for the development of educa- 
tion and science and the training of national cadres in the liberated coun- 
tries. 


There has been a steady increase in cooperation of liberated and socialist 
countries through the Council of Economic Mutual Assistance. Angola, 
Ethiopia and South Yemen participate in the work of CEMA as observers. 
Agreements have been signed between CEMA and Iraq and Mexico. CEMA member 
countries now provide economic and technical assistance to 78 developing 
states, where around 4,000 installations have been built or are being built 
with their participation. CEMA countries now are training over 25,000 
students and OJT personnel from development countries, including over 15,000 
in the USSR. 
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There is inestimable importance in the support provided by socialist states 
to peoples who are forced to fight for their independence or defend it with 
guns in hand. This support allowed the peoples of indochina to win a 
historic victory over the imperialist aggressors and their accomplices. 
This support was felt by the patriots of Angola, Mozambique and Guinea- 
Bissau in their fight against Portuguese colonizers. The Soviet Union 
helped shore up the military potential of Arab countries opposing Israeli 
aggression. Timely assistance by the socialist countries, and the USSR and 
Cuba above all, played a decisive role in the victory of the People's 
Republic of Angola over foreign interventionists and local dissidents, and 
it disrupted the threat of dismemberment to revolutionary Ethiopia. 
Treaties on friendship and cooperation have been concluded between the 
Soviet Union and Angola, Afghanistan, India, Iraq, Mozambique, Ethiopia and 
South Yemen. 


It is important to emphasize one other aspect. Ties are growing stronger 
between the revolutionary-democratic and communist parties both on an inter- 
national scale and within a national framework. This is of enormous 
importance or further deepening of the social make-up of national libera- 
tion revolutions and for their successful development. For example, the 
CPSU now has interparty ties with more than 20 revolutionary-democratic 
parties in countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America, and with some of 
them it is on a regular basis, on the foundation of mutually agreed upon 
plans. Interparty cooperation permits revolutionary democrats to become 
familiar with program documents and the work of the communist movement, and 
to use in their practice the experience of the party members’ struggle for 
revolutionary transformations and for a further strengthening of the world 
anti-imperialist front. 
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The national liberation movement has attained successes of historic 
importance, but the path of the freedom-fighters is not easy. There are 
inevitable fierce clashes with neocolonialists and racists, with exploiting 
elements, and with their foreign protectors and accomplices. At times this 
may delay the process of national liberation and social progress of the 
peoples, but the general direction of development of the young states is 
clear and indisputable. The experience of history convincinp'y demonstrates 
that only socialism provides the people with equitable relationships and 
peace and opens up for liberated countries the prospects of eliminating 
economic backwardness and achieving comprehensive progress in historically 
short periods of time. 


Comrade Brezhnev emphasized in his report entitled "The Great October and 
the Progress of Mankind" that no forces in the world will wipe from the face 
of the earth the results of the heroic liberation struggle of masses of many 
millions in former colonies and semicolonies of imperialism. The cause of 
liberation of the peoples is irresistible. The future is with it. The 
light ignited by October will not die out on this front of world history as 
well. 
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Recommendations for Seminar 


The seminar on the topic "/The World Revolutionary Process and Further 
Deepening of the General Crisis of Capitalism/"is devoted to important, 
current problems of modern times. It is designed to help officers gain a 
deeper understanding of the Marxist-Leninist theses on the essence of those 
social-economic changes which are being made in the world under the effect 
of all international revolutionary forces. 





It is suggested that the following questions be discussed at the seminar: 
1. The 25th CPSU Congress on a further deepening of the general crisis of 
capitalism and features of its contemporary stage. 2. The effect of 
historical successes of real socialism and achievements of the working and 
national liberation movements on a further deepening of the general crisis 
of capitalism and on development of the world revolutionary process. 3. 
The world communist movement is the most progressive and influential 
political force of modern times and the fighting political vanguard of the 
revolutionary proces. 4. Defense of revolutionary achievements is a most 
important principle of development of the world revolutionary process. 





It is best to begin the seminar by hearing the paper entitled"/V. I. Lenin 
on the Essence of the General Crisis of Capitalism and the Inevitability of 
Its Revolutionary Replacement by Socialiex/." It should be pointed out in 
the paper that the teaching on the general crisis of capitalism is a conm- 
ponent of Lenin's theory of imperialism and its continuation as applied to 
modern conditions. 


During discussion of the /first question/ an explanation should be made that 
the most important feature of the present stage of the general crisis of 
capitalism is that it did not develop in connection with a world war (in the 
latter half of the fifties), but under conditions of peaceful competition 
and the struggle of two social systems. 


Just what are the characteristic traits of the modern stage in the general 
crisis of capitalism? They are the triumph of socialism in a group of coun- 
tries, the powerful growth of forces struggling for socialism throughout the 
world, the downfall of the colonial system of imperialism as a result of the 
national liberation revolutions and the entry of many previously oppressed 
countries onto the path of independent development; aggravation of contra- 
dictions of imperialism in connection with the development of state- 
monopoly capitalism and militarism; an intensification of domestic instabil- 
ity and a decay of the capitalist economy, manifested in the growing inabil- 
ity of capitalism to make full use of productive forces (low rates of 
growth of production, periodic crises, a continuous incomplete use of 
production capacities, and chronic unemployment); acute aggravation of the 
contradictions of the world capitalist economy; a build-up in the struggle 
between labor and capital: the overwhelming majority of the population of 
capitalist countries, subjected to a growing oppression by monopolies, 
gradually is drawn into class battles. 
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The 25th CPSU Congress confirmed the thesis that the general crisis of 
capitalism continues to deepen. Im the early seventies qualitatively new 
features appeared in its development. This is linked above all with a 
further growth in the might of world socialism, with the change of the 
correlation of forces in the world in its favor, with new successes of the 
national liberation and working movements, and with a relaxation of inter- 
national tensions. 


Events of recent years graphically confirm the fact that the adaptation of 
capitalism to the new conditions does not signify its stabilization as a 
system. Throughout the seventies the economy of developed capitalist coun- 
tries twice experienced general crises of overproduction (in 1970-1971 and 
in 1974-75), and in the latter came the most serious and deepest crisis 
since the "great depression" of the early thirties. It gripped all sectors 
of production, all fields of economic life and all the primary centers of 
the world capitalist economy. It is characteristic that this very acute 
crisis staggered the highly developed state-monopoly economy formed in the 
postwar period. A sharp cutback in production and a growth in unemployment 
in a majority of capitalist countries intertwined with such serious shocks 
to the world capitalist economy as the currency, energy and raw materials 
crises. Inflation fanned by constantly growing military expenditures gave 
special acuteness to the crisis processes. 


A new characteristic trait of the general crisis of capitalism is an inten- 
sification of the ideological-political crisis of bourgeois society, which 
hits the institutions of authority, bourgeois political parties and the cul- 
ture and shakes the elementary moral standards. Crisis phenomena in all 
walks of life in countries of the West are expanding the objective founda- 
tion of the world revolutionary process and foretell the inevitable death 

of capitalism. 


In examining the /second question/ it is important to note that the general 
crisis of capitalism is a dual process. On the one hand, the sphere of 
capitalism's domination is narrowing and on the other, the might of world 
socialism is growing stronger. As Comrade Brezhnev said, it “even today 
exerts an enormous effect on the minds and hearts of hundreds of millions 
of people on heart” ("Leninskim kursom," V, 458). 


Along what directions is real socialism exerting its effect on the world 
revolutionary process? 


First of all, there is an increase in the role of socialism as the funda- 
mental bulwark of peace and a force which opposes imperialism with its anti- 
popular, aggressive politics. This now is of primary importance, since in 
our time socialism ensures the primary condition of the very existence of a 
civilized society, the very age-old possibility of any social progress. 


Secondly, real socialism has had and continues to have a growing influence 
on the democratization of international relations. It created a new type of 
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interstate relations by demonstrating a fundamental capability of over- 
coming domination and violence, enmity and mistrust among nations and coun- 
tries. The equal cooperation and mutual assistance characteristic of rela- 
tions among fraternal socialist countries are to an ever-increasing extent 
becoming the standard of their mutual relations with the liberated states 
of Asia, Africa and Latin America. 


Thirdly, the rapid, stable growth of the national economy of socialist coun- 
tries, the steady increase in the people‘s welfare, and the winning of ever 
newer heights in the economic and scientific-technical competition with the 
world of capital augment the attractive force of socialist ideas and 
strengthen the positions of all revolutionary forces. 


Fourthly, having provided vital social-economic rights and freedoms for 
their peoples, the socialist countries provide a stimulus and criteria for 
the struggle by workers of capitalist countries for similar rights and free- 
doms. 


Fifthly, the presence of a world socialist system seriously limited 
imperialism's opportunities to resort to open export of counterrevolution. 
This permits the working class and its allies to orient themselves also on 
peaceful methods for winning power, for preventing a civil war and for 
using existing forms of bourgeois democracy, including the parliament. 


And sixth and finally, by its achievements world socialism exerts an enor- 
mous effect on the development of the national liberation movement. It 
supports the anti-imperialist struggle of nations and helps them beat off 
the attempts of monopolies aimed at restoring the system of colonial slavery 
in new forms. 


It can be said in the way of a conclusion that real socialism as the pivotal 
factor of the world revolutionary process is winning more and more victories 
of interest to the international working class and all workers on earth. The 
successes of socialism are destroying step by step the world of exploita- 
tion, violence and reaction and are bringing near the hour of complete 
liberation of the oppressed. 


In discussing the /third question/, it is important to stress that the 
international communist movement--the most influential political force of 
modern times--is in the vanguard of the world revolutionary process. We see 
today a noticeable reinforcement of the positions of communist and working 
parties. 


The communist and working parties of countries of socialism represent the 
largest detachment of the world communist movement. They head up the build- 
ing of a new society and are fighting imperialism on the decisive bridgehead 
of the struggle of the two world social systems. Facts convincingly confirm 
the conclusion drawn at congresses of communist and working parties of coun- 
tries of socialism that not only the today and tomorrow of the fraternal 











nations, but the entire course of historical development, the fate of peace 
and prospects for the revolutionary movement depend to an enormous extent on 
successful development of their cooperation. 


The indestructible alliance of Marxist-Leninist parties and the unity of 
their ideology, goals and will form the basis for close cooperation of the 
fraternal states and form its living soul. The numerous ties between fra- 
ternal parties and a mutual exchange of experience allows them to plan ways 
for further forward progress. 


Marxist-Leninist parties of the capitalist world represent another detach- 
ment of the international communist movement. They now have gained an 
opportunity to exert a most vigorous effect on the main aspects of social 
life by forcing the ruling classes to reckon with the demands .f the masses 
and take into account the initiatives of party members who are advancing 
programs which form a democratic alternative to state-monopolistic politics. 


The strengthening of communist parties of the developing countries of Asia 
and Africa comprises a characteristic trait of the political make-up of the 
modern world. By taking an active part in the struggle for conclusion and 
consolidation of the national liberation of their countries, they are self- 
lessly defending the workers’ interests, a progressive path of development, 
and the socialist orientation of the liberated states. Party members of 
Asian and African countries are attempting to develop fraternal ties with 
communist parties of other countries, and particularly the socialist coun- 
tries, and place these ties at the service of the cause of strengthening 
domestic and international positions of the young national states. 


Severe ordeals fell to the lot of Latin American party members. By terror 
and cruel repressions, the fascist and dictatorial regimes are attempting to 
eliminate the communist movement on the continent and thus deprive the 
peoples of the most foremost and ideologically armed vanguard in the 
struggle for genuine national sovereignty and economic independence, and for 
social progress. But even here, the communist movement is not capable of 
being annihilated. It continues to perform its high patriotic and class 
mission honorably. 


Attention of the students in the seminar should be focused on the fact that 
the international communist movement comes to manhood in a struggle against 
a strong and crafty enemy. In its struggle against the communists, imperi- 
alism uses direct force, political provocations, ideological pressure, and 
maneuvers in social politics. The darkest forces of reaction have united 
under the flag of anticommunism, but repressions and persecutions have not 
halted and will not halt the development of communist ideas either in the 
citadels of imperialism or in countries subordinate to it. The entire 
development of the communist movement is a most convincing affirmation of 
Lenin's words to the effect that “utter dedication to the revolution and 
appeals to the people with revolutionary preaching will not disappear even 
when entire decades separate the planting from the harvest ... " 
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("Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy,”" XXI, 261). The selfless struggle of party 
members is producing more and more sprouts both in the awareness and the 
lives of millions of people. 


In unfolding the /fourth question/, it is necessary to proceed from Lenin's 
well-known statement that defense of socialist revolutions requires collec- 
tive efforts and measures. He said that ".. . standing against the enor- 
mous front of imperialist powers, we who are struggling against imperialism 
represent an alliance requiring close military solidarity, and we view any 
attempts to disrupt this solidarity as a completely inadmissible phenomenon, 
as betrayal of the interests of the struggle against international imperial- 
ism" ("Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy," XL, 98-99). 


The communist and working parties of countries of the socialist community 
are successfully resolving the most important tasks in collective defense 
of revolutionary achievements. Their collective efforts were expressed most 
fully in the work of the Warsaw Pact Organization. Drawn up in response to 
the aggressive intrigues of imperialist powers, this pact has reliably 
served the cause of struggle against preparations for a new world war by 
reactionary imperialist circles and it has served the cause of defending 
the peace and socialism for almost a quarter century now. 


The practice of integration of the defense efforts of socialist countries 
increasingly demonstrates its peaceloving, humane direction and its funda- 
mental differences from the military integration of capitalist states. With 
each passing day, mankind becomes convinced that socialism is inherently 
alien to the desire for war or aggression. 


In conclusion the instructor should summarize results of the seminar, 
emphasizing that despite consolidation of international detente, the danger 
that imperialists will unleash a new war still remains. This is why the 
task of vigilantly watching the intrigues of imperialism, sparing no energy 
in military labor and increasing combat readiness steadfastly remains as 
before in the new training year. 
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STRATEGIC MISSILE FORCES: 20TH ANNIVERSARY STATUS REPORT 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 24, Dec 79 signed to 
press 4 Dec 79 pp 37-44 


[Article by Col Gen P. Gorchakov, Member of Military Council, Chief of 
Political Directorate of Strategic Missile Forces, Hero of the Soviet Union: 
"The Strategic Missile Forces are Always on Guard") 


[Text] Our personnel are marking the 20th anniversary of the Strategic 
Missile Forces with significant success in military labor. After beginning 
the training year in an organized manner, the missilemen, like all Soviet 
soldiers, are persistently mastering the battle-forged stience of winning 
and are attempting to fulfill training plans and programs with high quality 
and fully implement socialist pledges. They are increasing vigilance and 
combat readiness in every possible way. 


The Strategic Missile Forces are a young branch of the Soviet Armed Forces. 
It is generally known that they were created by decision of the CPSU Central 
Committee and USSR Council of Ministers in December 1959. This decision was 
a forced retaliatory measure in response to U.S. nuclear blackmail and the 
stepped-up military preparations of the aggressive NATO bloc headed by the 
United States, aimed against the USSR and other countries of socialism. In 
the face of menacing danger created by imperialism, and following Lenin's 
behest that “we must accompany our steps toward peace by tightening all our 
military readiness", the Communist Party took all steps for further 
strengthening the national defenses and reinforcing the combat might of the 
Soviet Army and Navy. 


The high level of development of the socialist economy and Soviet science 
and technology, the presence of a well-developed base for productive scien- 
tific research in the field of missile technology and nuclear physics, and 
the presence of highly trained cadres of scientists, designers, engineers, 
technicians and workers contributed to the building of the Strategic Missile 
Forces. Despite the postwar difficulties, an extensive program of scien- 
tific research and developmental work in the production of different types 
of missiles and nuclear warheads was elaborated and carried out in short 
periods of time under the leadership of the Leninist party. Ranges were 
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built simultaneously for testing the new weapons and for developing methods 
of their combat employment, and the first missile units were activated. 


The new weapons required a solution to a number of very complex scientific- 
technological and production problems: The creation of powerful rocket 
engines and boosters, and systems for automatic control of their flight; 
creation of various ground equipment; and arranging for the production of 
new heat-resistant materials, precise electronic computers, special fuels 
and so on. Our economy and the skilled cadres successfully coped with very 
difficult tasks. Omce again, this demonstrated the powerful creative 
forces of the Soviet people and the great advantages of socialism over 
capitalism. Commenting on the successes in building missile technology, 
Comrade L. I. Brezhnev remarked in July 1965: "We are satisfied with our 
missiles. Their high reliability and high readiness for immediate launch 
is the result of their high technical perfection." 


The building and strengthening of the Strategic Missile Forces took place 
under the immediate direction of the party's Central Committee. Notable 
credit goes to Comrade L. I. Brezhnev personally in solving problems of 
building missile systems and outfitting the Armed Forces with new weapons. 
Comrades A. N. Kosygin, A. P. Kirilenko, D. F. Ustinov and other prominent 
figures of the party and Soviet state made a great contribution to the 
development and strengthening of the Armed Forces’ combat might, including 
that of the Strategic Missile Forces. 


Many Soviet scientists and designers took an active part in developing the 
new weapons. The names of I. V. Kurchatov, S. P. Korolev and others have 
been written in golden letters in the annals of this scientific- 
technological exploit. 


While solving problems of outfitting the Strategic Missile Forces with conm- 
bat equipment, building missile systems, training cadres of missilemen and 
improving the conditions of life and routine of the personnel, the Communist 
Party maintained unremitting supervision over questions of the development 
and strengthening of political entities and party and Komsomol organizations 
of subunits and units, and improving party-political work. 


The Military Council of the Strategic Missile Forces was set up in 1960 by 
decree of the CPSU Central Committee and the USSR Council of Ministers. A 
directorate of political entities of the Strategic Missile Forces was organ- 
ized in the Main Political Directorate of the Soviet Army and Navy for 
managing the work of political entities and party organizations of the new 
branch of the USSR Armed Forces. A political directorate of the Strategic 
Missile Forces was created later to further improve the structure of 
political entities and the organizational and political indoctrination work 
in the forces. 


From the moment the forces began to be activated, commanders, political 
entities and party organizations bent their efforts toward resolving tasks 











of most rapid activation of missile systems, problems of the personnel's 
mastery of sophisticated combat equipment, and ensuring high combat readi- 
ness of the units and subunits. Much attention was given to increasing 
political influence on all decisive sectors where high combat readiness was 
assured. This was achieved through the skilled placement of party members 
and by increasing their vanguard role in training, service and discipline. 
The party members mastered the new equipment successfully, they were first 
to win the right to stand combat watch, and they were first to become rated 
specialists. In making the military collectives cohesive, they led all the 
missilemen. 


Much work has been done to improve the professional expertise and raise the 
technical training of political officers. Courses were set up at higher 
military educational institutions for this purpose. This work also was per- 
formed actively right in the units. An increase in the political workers' 
level of technical training permitted them to delve knowledgeably into the 
personnel's training and indoctrination, to struggle purposefully for high 
quality of practices and integrated classes and, together with other offi- 
cers, to carry out functional duties on combat watch capably. 


The CPSU Central Committee Decree dated 21 January 1967 entitled "On 
Measures for Improving Party-Political Work in the Soviet Army and Navy" 
played an important part in the further improvement in the work of the 
forces’ political entities and party organizations. In conformity with this 
decree, a harmonious structure of political entities and party and Komsomol 
organizations was set up in the Strategic Missile Forces which more fully 
conformed to the organizational structure of our branch of the Armed Forces 
and permitted the more effective exercise of party influence on raising the 
combat readiness of units and subunits. The skilled use of all that was 
best and foremost accumulated in other branches of the Armed Forces during 
the Great Patriotic War and in the postwar times greatly contributed to an 
improvement of party-political work in the Missile Forces and to an increase 
in its effectiveness. 


One feature of the development of the Strategic Missile Forces is the fact 
that it took place in compressed periods of time. But they attained high 
results in combat perfection in a short period of time thanks to the con- 
stant paternal concern of the Communist Party and Soviet government, the 
heroic labor of our people, and the high responsibility shown by command 
and political personnel for performing the missions assigned to the forces. 


Together with other branches of the Soviet Armed Forces, the Strategic 
Missile Forces are a reliable shield in the path of the crafty schemes of 
imperialist aggressors and their accomplices. People make up the founda- 
tion of the forces’ combat might and their high combat readiness. All 
missile personnel, from the private to the general, are utterly devoted to 
the party and people. They have a deep understanding of their patriotic 
and international duty of defending the great achievements of socialism and 
spare no efforts for a further increase in combat schooling or for ensuring 
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the reliable security of their Soviet Motherland and of all countries of 

the socialist community. Purposeful party-political work contributes to 
this. Guided by the historic decisions of the 25th CPSU Congress as well as 
by the demands of subsequent plenums and CPSU Central Committee decrees, the 
commanders, political entities, and party and Komsomol organizations per- 
sistently improve the organizational and ideological indoctrination work and 
do everything to achieve a further strengthening of combat readiness of 
units and subunits, a high-quality fulfillment of combat and political 
training plans, a further improvement in military discipline and an increase 
in vigilance. 


The military council and political directorate of the forces devote primary 
attention to stepping up party influence on all aspects of the forces’ life 
and work. The many-sided work of strengthening party organizations and 
ensuring their activeness and efficiency contributes to this to a decisive 
extent. Political entities persistently seek an improvement in the qualita- 
tive make-up of party organizations by strictly following Lenin's principles 
of individual selection into the party. The filling in of party ranks comes 
from specialists of the leading military professions, and officers above 
all. At the present time a majority of officers and 100 percent of leading 
specialists are party members. 


In recent years there has been a significant improvement in the qualitative 
composition of cadres of political workers and the party and Komsomol aktiv 
in the forces. All chtefs of political entities, all deputy unit commanders 
for political affairs, over half of the secretaries of party committees of 
bureaus and units, 84 percent of T/OSE propagandists and the primary bulk of 
secretaries of Komsomol committees and deputy subunit commanders for polit- 
ical affairs now have a higher education. Many of them are otlichniki of 
training, highly rated specialists and master missilemen. 


All unit and subunit political workers in our forces stand combat watch. 
Their participation in performing an important state task as part of combat 
teams and their personal example are of great importance. A certain system 
for selecting and placing party members and political workers in duty sec- 
tions, for training the party and Komsomol aktiv in political indoctrina- 
tion work with personnel in the process of standing combat watch, and for 
instilling high moral and combat qualities in missilemen has taken shape 
here. Full-fledged party organizations have been set up in all subunits, 
which permits the party members to exercise constant influence on the duty 
sections and teams. 


Purposeful party-political work contributes to high quality in accomplish- 
ing the tasks of combat watch, field training and making subunits cohesive. 
The forces" political directorate is attempting to perfect forms and methods 
of political work with personnel and is analyzing the processes occurring in 
military collectives. During combat watch, primary efforts are concentrated 
on a constant increase in vigilance, on ensuring coordinated actions by all 
team members, on the strict fulfillment of the demands of regulations, 














manuals and instructions, on competent maintenance of equipment, and on 
keeping it in constant readiness for use. There is a special place for 
matters of ensuring that examples are set by party and Komsomol members and 
for extensive propaganda and vigorous adoption of the experience of fore- 
most soldiers and the best specialists. The movement for ensuring that 
there are master missilemen in every team, which has unfolded in the forces, 
plays a large role in this connection. It is generally known that modern, 
sophisticated equipment requires the specialists who service it to have 
detailed theoretical knowledge, a high degree of technical knowledge and the 
ability to maintain units and systems competently. The entire arsenal of 
the means and forms of personnel training and military-technical propaganda 
is used to develop such qualities. Lecture groups, universities of 
military-technical knowledge and circles function in the units and subunits 
and there are regular technical conferences held. 


Methods of organizing socialist competition are steadily improved in the 
forces. Commanders, staffs, political entities and party organizations dis- 
play constant concern for every possible development of initiative and crea- 
tive activeness of the personnel in the struggle for complete, high-quality 
fulfillment of socialist pledges. The publicity and comparability of 
results have become more extensive and competition results are being 
summarized better. Criteria for grades for the status of combat readiness, 
the level of combat and political training and the quality of pledge ful- 
fillment have been drawn up and introduced everywhere on a scientific basis 
for this purpose. 


Commanders, political entities and party organizations show special concern 
for ideological conditioning of managing cadres and all personnel. The 
ideological life of military collectives becomes richer in content and more 
diverse in forms from year to year. Its theoretical level and effectiveness 
are increasing. As required by the CPSU Central Committee Decree dated 26 
April 1979, the primary direction of ideological indoctrination work is a 
detailed study of Lenin's theoretical heritage, decisions of the 25th Party 
Congress and works by CPSU Central Committee General Secretary, Chairman of 
the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev and other 
party leaders. In addition to showing constant concern for improving the 
quality of classes in the Marxist-Leninist training system and the quality 
of the personnel's political studies, as well as in the party educational 
network in units, serious attention is given to the theoretical conferences, 
practical science conferences and Lenin readings and lessons. 


Recently, for example, practical science conferences were held with manage- 
ment personnel at the recommendation of the political directorate on books 
by Comrade Brezhnev entitled “Aktual'nyye voprosy ideologicheskoy raboty 
KPSS" [Current Problems of the CPSU's Ideological Work], "Malaya Zemlya," 
"Vozrozhdeniye" [The Rebirth] *-* “Tselina" [The Virgin Lands], as well as a 
conference entitled "On Stren ° t Class Opposition in the World Arena 
and the Need for Increasing Pc « | Jigilance," and others. Our present 
training year began with a practic, science conference on Comrade Brezhnev's 
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book "Na strazhe mira i sotsializma” [Guarding Peace and Socialism]. All 
this contributes to arming of cadres with scientific knowledge and an under- 
standing of the problems of building communism and the need for strength- 
ening national defenses; and it contributes to an understanding of current 
issues in building the Soviet Armed Forces, which permits the missilemen to 
accomplish practical tasks skillfully. 


I wish to make note of the exceptionally high interest of all categories of 
personnel in the independent study and abstracting of the works of Lenin, 
the most important party decisions, and the works of Comrade Brezhnev. The 
forces have everything necessary for thorough assimilation of this material. 
A political training facility has been set up and continues to be improved. 
All combined units have training methods and data reference centers for 
political studies. Wide use is maie of technical propaganda facilities. The 
missilemen have at their service in the libraries, reading rooms and duty 
section rest areas Lenin's “Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy" [Complete 
Collected Works], materials of the 25th Party Congress, materials of subse- 
quent Central Committee plenums, and CPSU Central Committee decrees. These 
holdings are being constantly augmented. Consultation sessions and inter- 
views are held to assist those studying the works of Lenin and other 
materials recommended for independent study. 


There was a new upsurge of the soldiers’ creative initiative caused by deci- 
sions of the November (1979) CPSU Central Committee Plenum, the regular 
session of the USSR Supreme Soviet, and the speech by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev 
at the Plenum. The forces have begun extensive study of these documents. 
They are discussed at meetings of the party aktiv and in primary party and 
Komsomol organizations. 


Session participants, deputies to the USSR Supreme Soviet Arm Gen V. 
Tolubko, CIC of the Strategic Missile Forces, Col Gen M. Grigor'yev, First 
Deputy CIC, and the heads of local party and soviet entities have spoken to 
the soldiers. Primary attention in the explanatory work is given to a 
demonstration of how the Soviet people are carrying out decisions of the 
25th CPSU Congress in building communism, how the people's welfare is being 
raised, and the party's concern for strengthening the Motherland's economic 
and defense might. 


The personnel took the instructions of the CPSU Central Committee Plenum on 
the need for a further increase in effectiveness and quality of work, a 
strengthening of discipline, and creation of a situation of high exacting- 
ness, responsibility, efficiency and a creative attitude toward work as an 
immutable guide to action. 


Problems of improving the personnel's political training and increasing its 
quality and effectiveness always are the focus of attention of the forces' 
military council and political directorate. In recent times the military 
council has discussed practical steps to improve officer Marxist-Leninist 
training and to improve the quality of political studies with privates and 
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NCO's. Questions of raising the organizational and ideological-theoretical 
level of classes are systematically brought up by the political directorate 
for discussion of managers, party aktiv meetings and conferences of ideolog- 
ical workers. Much concern is shown for improving the training of the propa- 
ganda aktiv. The forces’ political directorate is drawing up methods aids 
and recommendations to assist political entities and T/O&E and non-T/O&E 
propagandists, and it is sending out generalized material on current issues 
of party theory and politics. 


Implementation of demands of the CPSU Central Committee Decree "On Further 
Improvement of Ideological and Political Indoctrination Work" and of guide- 
lines and recommendations of the All-Union Confereauce of Ideological Workers, 
which became major events in the ideological and political life of the party 
and the entire people, is actively contributing to an upsurge in ideological 
and political indoctrination work in units and subunits. The party's high 
demands on matters of ideological and political indoctrination work were 
taken as a program of practical action by commanders, political entities and 
all party members. 


As is the case everywhere in the country, our forces are persistently ful- 
filling demands of the 25th Party Congress on the integrated accomplishment 
of ideological indoctrination tasks. There is a constant improvement in 
political, military, legal and moral indoctrination. Commanders, political 
entities and party organizations have begun to devote more attention to a 
systematic, purposeful ideological and political influence on all categories 
of service personnel and on all spheres of their life, everyday routine and 
leisure. 


The practice of holding a regular common political day is being consolidated. 
During this time the military management cadres give lectures and briefings 
on current problems of the party's domestic and foreign policy and on 
problems of political and military indoctrination directly in the subunits 
and duty sections. Cultural enlightenment establishments and the mass media 
have begun to be better used. We should take note of the heightened role of 
primary party organizations in the ideological life of military collectives, 
which have begun to perform a more detailed analysis of the status of 
ideological work, to carry out effective steps to improve it, and to ensure 
persistently that every party member is a propagandist and an active con- 
veyor of the ideas of the Leninist Party. 


Primary efforts are focused on reaching each and every person individually. 
Political entities persistently ensure that the group, company and battery 
is the center of political indoctrination work and that mass forms of indoc- 
trination are combined with individual work. A practical science conference 
of the forces’ leaders on problems of personnel training and indoctrination 
made a detailed examination of problems of improving the individual approach 
in indoctrinating personnel. Extensive, diversified ideological indoctrina- 
tion work has an effective influence on raising the personnel's political 
awareness and the service and social activeness of all categories of service 
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personnel. Convincing evidence of this are the many magnificent deeds of 
missile soldiers and their constant desire to invariably go farther and 
achieve more. Businesslike initiatives and patriotic undertakings are a 
reflection of the patriotic aspirations of the missile soldiers. Socialist 
competition now is broadening in the forces under the motto “Sacredly ful- 
fill the behests of Lenin, improve combat and political training, increase 
vigilance, and always be ready to defend the Motherland and the great 
achievements of socialism." As with all Soviet soldiers, the forces’ per- 
sonnel are attempting to mark the 110th anniversary of Lenin's birth and 

the 35th anniversary of victory in the Great Patriotic War with worthy mili- 
tary deeds and to in fact carry out the initiative entitled "Not one laggard 
nearby!" 


The movement for posts of exemplary military and social order and high cul- 
ture assumed a truly massive scope among the forces. Its motto, “Learn to 
work and live in a Leninist, communist manner," expresses this movement's 
noble goals and direction--to contribute to the implementation of standards 
and principles of communist morality and rules of socialist society, and to 
shape the people's active position in life. 


In reinforcing and developing everything positive, the commanders, political 
entities and party organizations at the same time give a self-critical 
appraisal of the status of ideological indoctrination work, clearly see the 
unresolved issues and unused opportunities, and take specific steps to 
improve its quality and effectiveness. Special concern is shown for 
improving the work style of the leading cadres, political entities and 

party organizations. This problem is discussed regularly at military coun- 
cil sessions, at courses and seminars for various categories of command and 
political personnel, at practical science conferences and at service con- 
ferences. Generalized material on various aspects of service activities of 
commanders, political entities and staffs are sent regularly to the forces 
in the form of methods aids and recommendations. The analysis of affairs 

in outlying areas has become more qualified and the training of command and 
political cadres in work practices has become more effective. A greater 
accounting is demanded of them for the state of affairs in assigned sectors. 
More attention is being given to tne practice of training the party polit- 
ical apparatus of units in forerost forms and methods of organizing combat 
and political training and standing watch; and to increasing the effective- 
ness of party-political work. Political directorate officers have begun to 
perform a more detailed analysis of the work of party member-managers and to 
pive them help on specific practical problems. All this has a beneficial 
effect on the work style of commanders and political workers. 


The work of officers in the unit commanded by Lt Col M. Kolosov can serve as 
an example of capable, concerted work. The unit successfully completed the 
past training year, completely fulfilled operational training missions and 
socialist pledges, and won the title of outstanding for the eighth year in a 
row. Some 3/7 percent of the officers are masters of military affairs and 
over two-thirds of the personnel are lst or 2d class specialists. Complete 
interchangeability has been assured in subunits and teams. | 








This year as well, the unit headed by Lt Col Kolosov came out as the initia- 
tor of socialist competition in the Strategic Missile Forces. Here they are 
persistently seeking to adopt a scientific approach to accomplishing all 
tasks and to create an atmosphere of mutual exactingness, responsiblity and 
high social activeness of party members and all personnel. A self-critical 
attitude toward results already achieved, a search for unused capacities and 
reserves, and introduction of new techniques and methods into the practice 
of training and indoctrination are creating a healthy moral atmosphere in 
the collectives and are contributing to the attainment of high indicators 

in combat training, service and discipline. 


Political worker Officer V. Tarasov serves in one of this unit's subunits. 
He is a lst Class specialist, stands watch on an equa! basis with the 
commander as part of the combat team, and performs his duties conscien- 
tiously. The party member realizes that one can achieve success in indoc- 
trinational work only by knowing the peculiarities of each soldier's 
character. And this character specifically is manifested in the standing 
of combat watch and in the strenuous atmosphere of exercises, when the 
soldiers are required to have strength of spirit, resourcefulness, mutual 
help, and concerted, coordinated work. Officer Tarasov capably generalizes 
his observations, carefully analyzes the processes occurring in the sub- 
unit, delves deeply into the relationships forming among soldiers of vari- 
ous specialties and terms of service, and takes timely and effective steps 
to create an atmosphere of comradeship, mutual exactingness and high demands 
in the collective. And there are many such party members. During the year 
of their 20th anniversary, the Strategic Missile Forces capably accom- 
plished the missions facing them thanks to these party members’ persistence 
and the zeal of all personnel. Results of operational training launches of 
missiles, which received a grade of “outstanding,” attest to the missile- 
men's high level of military expertise. They also entered the new training 
year in an organized manner. 


Like all Soviet citizens, the missile soldiers constantly remember that the 
aggressive nature of imperialism remains unchanged and that forces are 
actively at work in the world blocking detente. The reaction of leading 
NATO circles, primarily the United States, to the Soviet peace initiative 
advanced by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev during a recent visit to tne GDR is 
proof of this. These circles are attempting to belittle the importance of 
the Soviet Union's constructive steps, to substitute propaganda eccentric- 
ities for a concrete approach to military detente and, under their cover, 
carry out their plans which are hostile to the cause of peace and deploy 
qualitatively new American nuclear missile systems in Western Europe. 


The continuing growth in military budgets of imperialist states, the devel- 
opment of new kinds of mass destruction weapons, the maintaining of centers 
of tension in various parts of the worid, and reinforcement of the U.S. 
military presence in Japan and in the Indian Ocean area also attest to an 
increase in the aggressive aspirations of imperialism. NATO is examining 
the possibility of delivering modern weapons to China and encouraging 
Peking's war preparations aimed against neighboring states. Under U.S. 
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aegis, attempts are being made in the Near East to knock together a new 
aggressive alliance with the participation of Israel, Egypt and certain 
other countries. Activation of a 100,000-man "quick-reaction corps” 
intended for performing punitive functions is in full swing. 


These and other numerous actions of imperialism convincingly uncloak the 
aggressive essence of its politics aimed against the Soviet Union and coun- 
tries of the socialist community. The Soviet Union has to take account of 
this. And our Armed Forces always are at the level of modern demands, in 
constant readiness for a resolute rebuff to any aggressor. CPSU Central 
Committee Politburo Member and USSR Minister of Defense Mar SU D. F. Ustinov 
wrote in PRAVDA on 25 October 1979 that “the entire world knows that the 
Soviet Union is not preparing for armed attack against anyone and never will 
make such an attack. The entire world also knows that the Soviet Army and 
Navy really are in constant readiness to repulse an attack by any aggressor, 
no matter wha: means or methods he uses. Vengeance for an attack on the 
Soviet Union or other countries of the socialist community will be inevita- 
ble. And we say this with all certainty." 


Looking back on the path covered on the day of the 20th anniversary of the 
Strategic Missile Forces, one is convinced with all obviousness that their 
appearance and development and their enormous combat might is the result of 
the wise policy of the CPSU in matters of strengthening our Motherland's 
defenses and the result of the selfless labor of all the Soviet people. 
Under the guidance of the Communist Party, its Central Committee, and CPSU 
Central Committee General Secretary, Chairman of the Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet, Chairman of the USSR Defense Council, Mar SU L. I. Brezhnev 
personally, the military council, commanders, political entities, party 
members and all personnel of the Forces are doing everything to ensure that 
their combat readiness is at the proper level. The missile soldiers always 
are on guard, always ready to perform their patriotic and international 
duty and to defend reliably the great achievements of socialism. 


COPYRIGHT: "Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1979 
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MILITARY SCHOOLS: PLANNING METHODS DISCUSSED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 24, Dec 79 signed to 
press 4 Dec 79 pp 57-61 


[Article by Lt Col V. Molchanov, Candidate of Philosophical Sciences, and 
Capt 2d Rank P. Gorodov, Candidate of Pedagogic Sciences: “Integrated Plan 
for Indoctrinating Students and Cadets"] 


[Text] The social-political transformations in the society of developed 
socialism, rapid scientific-technological progress, the concomitant changes 
in military affairs, and the increase in the general educational and cul- 
tural level of the youth being called into the Army and Navy present 
increasingly high demands on officer cadres, which, as emphasized in the 
CPSU Central Committee, Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet and USSR Coun- 
cil of Ministers’ greeting to 1979 military academy graduates, “have a spe- 
cial role to play in personnel training and indoctrination, in improving 
command and control and in keeping the Army and Navy's combat readiness at 
the proper level." With consideration of all this, the military educa- 
tional institutions are carrying on an active and continuous search for the 
most effective forms and methods of training students and cadets. Practical 
adoption of uniform long-range integrated plans for the work of communist 
i-doctrination is one of the directions of such day-to-day activity. In 
light of the CPSU Central Committee Decree "On Further Improvement of 
Ideological and Political Indoctrination Work," purposeful organizational 
efforts in their well-conceived compilation and realization are of very 
great importance for preparing highly qualified specialists who are utterly 
devoted to the socialist Motherland--commanders, political workers, military 
engineers and technicians, teachers, lawyers, cultural enlightenment workers 
and other specialists for units and subunits. 


At the present time a number of military academies and schools have gained a 
certain amount of experience in integrated planning which permits mention of 
certain practical results of such purposeful work. For several years now, 

for example, the Frunze Military Academy, the Minsk Higher Surface-to-Air Mis- 
Sile Engineering School of Air Defense, the Kiev Higher Naval Political School 

and a number of other military educational institutions have been working 
successfully under such plans. All departments, subunits and chairs, 
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especially chairs of social sciences, take a most active part in elaborating 
integrated plans in these universities. This process is directed by the 
command element and political department. Theplans and progress in their 
implementation are discussed regularly in university councils. The fruits 
of labor are clearly seen in a more capable coordination of the indoctrina- 
tional efforts of commanders, political workers, the faculty, and party and 
Komsomol organizations. There was a noticeable increase in the interconnec- 
tion of the training and indoctrinational processes and in the unity of 
ideological-political, military, moral, legal, esthetic and physical indoc- 
trination. The shaping of the students’ and cadets’ skills and abilities to 
perform political indoctrination work with personnel is carried out here 
more purposefully and with considerably greater results. The integrated 
plans of these educational institutions have become organizational methods 
documents. Current planning also is accomplished more successfully in the 
channel of guidelines and tasks of these documents. In other words, the 
integrated plans have become an important means for optimizing the entire 
training and indoctrination process in universities and of increasing its 
effectiveness and quality. 


Meanwhile, the present status of integrated planning still does not meet the 
demands placed on it everywhere. Its immediate organizers often experience 
particular difficulties and permit various gaps and imperfections for the 
very fact that they are working with something relatively new, which still 
is insufficiently mastered and which has not. received proper theoretical 
grounding. It is not without purpose that some long-range plans oftentimes 
represent a collection of measures which are important of themselves but 
which are insufficiently associated by an integral concept, or measures 
which duplicate each other. They make far from complete and not always 
successful use of the entire arsenal of means of indoctrinational influence. 
As a rule, they take little account of the specific nature of work with 
students and cadets of different classes or of the indoctrinational capabil- 
ities of classes and various training disciplines, and many secondary 
measures appear. We see in places to this day a separation between real 
current planning and long-range planning. The university workers responsi- 
ble for the matter, especially at the subunit level, still do not have a 
fully precise picture of the essence, content and methodology of the long- 
range planning. Life insistently demands that these and other shortcomings 
be overcome and that the organizers’ attention be focused on the thoroughly 
conceived performance of work of communist indoctrination within the frame- 
work of the entire period of attendance of students and cadets at the mili- 
tary educational institutions. 


A further improvement in integrated planning and its active implementation 
are linked with the practical resolution of a number of urgent problems, 
including scientific grounding of such planning, elaboration of a methodol- 
ogy and arming the leading university workers and all organizers of indoc- 
trinational work with it. Elaboration of a model integrated plan is one of 
the primary matters in this respect. What should it be like? What is 
important to consider without fail in drawing up the plan in the interests 
of greatest results? 
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In beginning the compilation of a uniform integrated plan for a military 
educational institution, one first of all has to clarify the ultimate goal, 
the result for which we must strive, bearing in mind the appropriate model 
of the military specialist which most corresponds to the present stage and 
prospects of social development. The general demands placed on the con- 
temporary specialist and university graduate are defined in party documents 
and in the works and speeches of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev. Leonid Il'ich 
remarks that “the Soviet specialist today is a person who has good mastery 
of the principles of Marxist-Leninist teaching, who clearly sees the polit- 
ical goals of the party and country, who has extensive scientific and prac- 
tical tra: .ng, and who has mastered his specialty to perfection. 


"The Soviet specialist . . . is a capable organizer who is able to apply 
principles of the scientific organization of labor in practice. He is able 
to work with people, values collective experience, heeds his comrades’ 
opinions and critically assesses what has been achieved. 


“And finally, the contemporary specialist is a person of high culture and 
broad learning. In general, he is a real intellectual of the new socialist 
society" ("O kommunisticheskom vospitanii trudyashchikhsya. Rechi i 
stat'i’ [On the Communist Indoctrination of Workers: Speeches and Articles], 
Moscow, Politizdat, 1975, p 444). 


The sociopolitical portrait of the contemporary specialist given by Comrade 
Brezhnev is a reference point in preparing cadres for any purpose or pro- 
file. The specific demands placed on graduates of the higher military 
school are defined by orders and directives of the USSR Minister of Defense 
and of the Chief of the Main Political Directorate of the Soviet Army and 
Navy, and by other guidance documents. According to them, officers must 
have an inherent communist conviction, utter dedication to the party and 
people, high discipline and execution, initiative, independence, a command- 
er's will, organizational abilities, high professional training, general 
and military-technical knowledge, and many other necessary qualities. The 
entire training and indoctrinational process is directed toward shaping 
these qualities. This includes the long-range integrated plan for the work 
of communist indoctrination, which reflects primary measures for the 
ideological-political, military, moral, legal, esthetic and physical indoc- 
trination of students and cadets. 


It is quite obvious that such plans of higher military educational institu- 
tions must be made in conformity with principles of the long-term outlook 
and completeness. The long-range principle assumes the planning of indoc- 
trinational measures which take account of the initial level of education 
and indoctrination of students and cadets, the character of the university 
graduate's future work among the troops, demands placed on his moral- 
political and professional qualities, and the succession of the indoctrina- 
tional influence from class to class. It is also extremely important to 
ensure a build-up of efforts in indoctrinational work and to preclude the 
successive formation in turn of some individual qualities. A personality is 
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not brought up piecemeal. All qualities needed by the graduate must be 
shaped beginning with the first year. 


The principle of completeness in resolving indoctrinational tasks presumes a 
coordination of the indoctrinators' activities by time and by the measures 
conducted, and the capable use of the entire arsenal of means of communist 
indoctrination. The universities possess great capabilities in this 
respect. In conformity with CPSU requirements, the study of social sciences 
in the universities is done successively throughout the entire training 
period. Favorable conditions thus are created for ensuring that the work 
being planned is based on a firm scientific foundation of Marxism-Leninisn. 


The CPSU Central Committee and USSR Council of Ministers Decree "On Further 
Development of the Higher School and on Raising the Quality of Specialist 
Training” requires an increase in the responsibility of all chairs for the 
ideological direction of the entire training and indoctrination process. 
This means that we not only have to set and achieve indoctrinational goals 
in classes in the social sciences, but also increase the indoctrinational 
effect of classes in military, special and general educational disciplines. 
We cannot help but note that a large detachment of highly qualified 
teachers is working in the universities, teachers who because of their 
knowledge, life experience and experience in Army and Navy service are 
capable of performing indoctrinational work at the highest level. Where 
this matter is given proper attention, the faculty of military chairs 

wakes a considerable contribution to the common cause of communist indoctri- 
nation of students and cadets. 


Experience suggests that, in the structural respect, the integrated plan 
can consist of two basic sections. The first reflects the content and 
general organization of indoctrinational work in the university. It 
includes the elaboration and discussion of activities being planned, an 
assurance of the increase in methods expertise of all categories of indoc- 
trinators, a discussion of the results of practical activities both on the 
level of the entire military educational institution as well as in individ- 
ual subunits and elements, the conduct of general activities and so on. 
Without going into detail as to the content of all elements of the section, 
let us turn for illustration to one of them involving an increase in the 
methods expertise of indoctrinators. 


When we speak of an improvement in the art of indoctrinational influence, 

we take this to mean the performance of various activities with commanders, 
subunit political workers, the faculty of chairs, and the party and Komsomol 
aktiv to arm them with the knowledge and skills of more effective work with 
people. Such measures can include practical science conferences, theoret- 
ical seminars, lectures, briefings, reports, conferences, exchanges of 
working experience and s0 on. 


It should also be emphasized that the very organization of training and of 
all day-to-day life and routine also has an indoctrinational influence on 








students and cadets. More precisely, it can be said that there is no aspect 
of life in a university which does not have a beneficial influence on 
trainees. Therefore, from the standpoint of an integrated approach, the 
long-range plans must reflect basic activities involving the use of indoc- 
trinational capabilities of the entire training and indoctrinational 
process. 


The second section of the plan reflects the organization and make-up of 
indoctrinational work with students and cadets by training years. This 
provides for a differentiated approach and continuity in shaping an offi- 
cer's personality, and it precludes unjustified duplication both in the work 
of the indoctrinators and in the use of different work methods and forms. 
The plan in turn contains subsections for each year: ideological-political, 
military, moral, legal, esthetic and physical indoctrination. The subsec- 
tions indicate primary directions of work in a specific training period. 


Other activities which are repetitious in form from year to year differ sub- 
stantially among themselves in content and in the level at which they are 
held. For example, that is the case with the use of topical evenings. With 
their help we can and must accomplish indoctrinational tasks corresponding 
to the training programs and the level of training of students and cadets 

of any year. This condition is invariably considered at the Higher Naval 
School imeni M. V. Frunze, where practically every topical evening is 
successful and involves the interested participation of the personnel of 

all training subunits. Here are the very typical titles of these activities 
as denoted in the militury educational institution's integrated plan: The 
topical evening in the first year is entitled "The Sea Loves Strong, Bold, 
Competent Naval Officers," in the second year "I Cherish My Military Uni- 
form,” in the third year "Persistently Prepare Yourself for Hardships on 
Long Ocean Deployments," the fourth year "Soviet Officers are True Sons of 
the Party and People" and the fifth year "Your Roads are on the Seas." 


One certainly can speak about the pros and cons of wordings of specific 
topics of these evenings, but the fact that the topical matter as a whole 
shows consideration for the features of cadets by training years, an expan- 
sion of their ideas about the work of a school graduate, and purposeful 
orientation on upcoming service is indisputable. The overall trend in 
using the entire arsenal of means of infiuence and work forms consists in 
building up indoctrinational efforts from year to year. In the given 
instance, the shaping of all necessary qualities does not proceed consecu- 
tively, in turn, but simultaneously, with consideration of different train- 
ing features and conditions. 


It often happens that all this is present in some integrated plans, but the 
proper effect is not achieved. The fact is that plans sometimes lack pur- 
pose, i.e., the strict subordination of all activities to achieving basic 
indoctrinational goals. It appears proper in this regard to identify more 
precisely the chief directions of the upcoming work in the subsections for 
each year--ideological~political, military, moral, legal, esthetic and 








physical indoctrination. The most important of these directions is the 
arming of students and cadets with a system of ideological, political, 
legal, moral, esthetic and other knowledge as foundations for shaping the 
officer's personality and for professional training of military cadres, 
which obligates instructors and all educators on very purposeful use of 
the capabilities available to then. 


For example, the chairs of social and special disciplines of the Minsk 
Higher Surface-to-Air Missile Engineering School of Air Defense achieved 
some success in this regard. Here there are various joint activities for 
raising the level of party spirit of instruction in all disciplines, mutual 
reviews of lectures and training aids, and attendance at classes. Instruc- 
tors in the chairs of social sciences assist their colleagues from the 
specialized chairs *o reinforce the ideological aspect of instruction, 
while instructors m the specialized chairs in turn assist the social 
sciences instructo to gain a better understanding of the features of 
future work of the school graduates and to increase the effectiveness of 
military-professional indoctrination. 


The second direction of activities being planned consists of party-political 
and political indoctrination work to shape the necessary ideological- 
political and combat qualities in the students and cadets, and the third 
direction is the organization of social-political practice to reinforce the 
knowledge they have obtained. In addition, it is the practice for plans of 
some universities to identify still other special sections for instilling 
in students and cadets the skills of political indoctrination work with 
personnel and command methods skills. It appears more advisable to include 
activities for instilling the skills of political indoctrination work in 
the subsection on ideological-political indoctrination, and for instilling 
command methods skills in the subsection on military indoctrination. 


The uniform, integrated plan for communist indoctrination is worked out in 
the schools. Its sections for the clasi-years are the annual plan for these 
years. At the end of the training year, the yearly plans shift from the 
senior classes to the lower classes, as it were. They of course are modi- 
fied and refined. The entire plan of the university is improved as a whole. 


The long-range integrated plan for communist indoctrination of students and 
cadets thus encompasses all basic elements of the training and indoctrina-~ 
tion process. In its elaboration, current planning begins with considera- 
tion of the primary tasks and main directions of work, as well as the 
changes in the collective and in individual students and cadets dicated by 
life. This circumstance must be kept in mind without fail by all organizers 
who are attempting to avoid duplication or some other deficiencies or 

omis. ons in their practical endeavor. 


Succ isful implementation of the long-range integrated plans is ensured on 
the « ndition that they really are organizational methods documents in 
indoctrination work with students and cadets, and that the results of their 
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implementation are the object of very careful attention on the part of the 
command element, departments, chairs, and party and Komsomol organizations 
of the universities. It is customarily said about any plans that they are 
not dogma, but a guideline to action. And they become such a guideline on 
one other very important condition--a creative attitude toward their 
elaboration, and especially toward their implementation. 


COPYRIGHT: “Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1979 








INDOCTRINATION OUTLINE: POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE USSR 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 24, Dec 79 signed to 
press 4 Dec 79 pp 62-70 


[Indoctrination outline "for instructors of group political classes prepared 
by Col V. Izmaylov, Candidate of Historical Sciences, Docent: "The USSR: The 
First Socialist State of the Whole People in the World.” Passages enclosed 
in slantlines printed in boldface. ] 


[Excerpts] Sixteen hours are devoted to the study of the topic "The World 
System of Socialism: The 25th CPSU Congress on Strengthening the Unity and 
Fraternal Cooperation of Socialist Countries.” It is desirable to give two 
two-hour lectures on it. It is first advisable to give the lecture "The 
USSR: The First Socialist State of the Whole People in the World.” Then one 
should organize independent preparation on this problem for two hours and 
give a four-hour seminar. 


In the first lecture it is important to assist students in gaining a deeper 
understanding of the world-historic importance of the Great October S>:ial- 
ist Revolution and explain why it is the main event of the 20th century. One 
must show convincingly during the class the triumph of politics of the 
Communist Party, under the direction of which the people of our country 
attained unprecedented successes in developing their statehood, economics, 
science and culture and built a developed socialist society in a histor- 
ically short period of time. During the entire course of reasoning, the 
propagandists are called upon to contribute to the students’ development of 
a feeling of Soviet patriotism and pride for their Motherland, and to instil 
a high sense of personal responsibility for defending the great achievements 
of socialisa. 


It is recommended that the following questions be examined in the lecture: 
i. Victory of the Great October was the main event of the 20th century and 
the beginning of a new era of world history. 2. The USSR is the first 
socialist state of the whole people in the world. 3. Stand vigilantly on 
guard over the achievements of socialism. 
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It must be emphasized in a brief introductory remark that the Great October 
Socialist Revolution dealt a crushing blow to the centuries-old system of 
exploitation and oppression and opened up a main line to socialism. As was 
noted at the ceremonial session devoted to the 62d anniversary of the Great 
October Socialist Revolution held in the Kremlin's Palace of Congresses on 
6 November 1979, its primary result today is the developed socialist 
society built in the USSR, establishment of a new order in a number of coun- 
tries on three continents, and the formation and strengthening of a world 
system of socialisn. 


The present-day political course of our party as defined at its 23d, 24th 
and 25th congresses is a consistent continuation and creative development 
of the cause of October. 


In implementing decisions of the 25th CPSU Congress, we have advanced con- 
siderably since the beginning of the 10th Five-Year Plan in developing the 
national economy, in further uplifting the material and cultural standard of 
living of the people, and in strengthening our Motherland's defenses. Com- 
rade L. I. Brezhnev remarked in a speech at the November (1979) CPSU Central 
Committee Plenum that “compared to a corresponding period of the Ninth Five- 
Year Plan, in four years the country will obtain a national income of 323 
billion rubles more and 600 billion rubles more industrial products. The 
gross production of agriculture wil] increase by more than 40 billion 
rubles.” 


Toilers of the city and village and personnel of the Armed Forces greeted 
with enormous interest and unanimous approval the decisions of the November 
(1979) CPSU Central Committee Plenum and the 2d Session of the USSR Supreme 
Soviet, 10thConvocation. Referring to these very important documents, 
Soviet citizens perceive the economic and political importance of the 
results of the year ending and all the past four years of the Five-Year 
Plan, and they clearly see the prospects for its final phase. 


The future year marks a new, major step in developing the productive forces 
of our socialist Motherland. It is not only the final year of the present 
10th Five-Year Plan, but the base on which the following, llth Five-Year 
Plan is built, a year of active preparations for the next, 26th CPSU Con- 
gress, which will open up even broader horizons in the building of 
communism. 


3. Stand Vigilantly on Guard over the Achievements of Socialism 


Successful fulfillment of the grandiose tasks of building communism is 
possible only under peacetime conditions. This is why the struggle for 
preventing war is the focus of attention of our party and socialist state. 
Perceptible successes have been attained on this path. The Soviet people 
have been working under conditions of peace for the fourth decade. Detente 
and international cooperation are gathering force. 
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The Soviet peace initiative advanced by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev at celebra- 
tions in Berlin on occasion of the 30th anniversary of the GDR is of excep- 
tionally great importance. As noted in the document of the CPSU Central 
Committee Politburo, the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet and the USSR 
Council of Ministers, this initiative “opened up an opportunity to prevent a 
new spurt in the arms race, and to safeguard and augment the fruits of 
detente and peaceful cooperation.” 


After consulting with other Warsaw Pact member nations, the Soviet Union 
expressed readiness to cut back the number of medium-range nuclear weapons 
deployed in the western parts of the USSR in comparison with the present 
level on the condition that there will be no additional deployment of such 
nucless weapons in Western Europe. The USSR made the decision to reduce 
the .+:+ of Soviet forces in the GDR unilaterally as a good-will gesture. 
Dur’ ss, che year up to 20,000 Soviet military personnel, 1,000 tanks, and 
ott: <ilitary equipment will be removed from the GDR's territory. The 
USS 4% ready to carry out additional steps, in cooperation with other 
com fies, to reinforce mutual trust and reduce the danger of war. 


Statements by western propagandists about the so-called "Soviet threat" 
appear especially groundless and false against this background. It is not 
the Soviet Union, but the United States and other NATO countries which are 
heating up the situation in various parts of the world, building up the 
arms race and stepping up militaristic preparations. The instructor empha- 
sizes that /the aggressive nature of imperialism, which has two destructive 
world wars and two barbaric military invasions of the Soviet land on its 
conscience, has not change. Even today, imperialism represents the main 
threat to the peaceful future of mankind/. 


This is shown by the facts. The U.S. Armed Forces are carrying out a pro- 
gram of creating a system of mobile MX missile complexes. Strategic subma- 
rines with the new Trident-1 missile began to enter the U.S. Navy's inven- 
tory in October of this year. Tests and preparations are being completed 
for accepting cruise missiles into the inventory having a range up to 

2,600 km. The creation of new reentry vehicles with a more powerful nuclear 
warhead for the Minuteman intercontinental missiles is nearing completion. 
Intensive development is underway on a mass destruction weapon based on new 
principles of effect. In parallel with this, the United States is planning 
to create new medium-range weapons systems intended to perform strategic 
missions and move them up to the borders of the Soviet Union and other 
countries of the socialist community. It is planned to deploy some 600 
cruise missiles and Pershing-2 ballistic missiles in Western Europe, capa- 
ble of reaching the territory of the Soviet Union. 


NATO circles are making attempts to pass of! this plan for deploying medium- 
range nuclear weapons in Europe as “completion of arming™ and as weapons 
“modernization.” As a matter of fact, however, it is American strategy 
that is being modernized and becoming more aggressive. Weapons systems are 








being fitted to it which, in the figurative words of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, 
represent a mine laid under the edifice of European peace, under its very 
foundation. The size of the NATO bloc's armed forces, which even now number 
over three million persons, is increasing. The system of command and con- 
trol and coordination is being improved. Moreover, there is an accelerated 
rearmament underway of all branches of the Armed Forces and combat arms with 
new weapons. Enormous stockpiles of weapons and equipment are being created 
on the territory of West European states for U.S. troops intended for move- 
ment to Europe in so-called crisis situations. The combat capabilities of 
military transport aviation and the airborne forces are being augmented. 


Europe is not the exception. U.S. military presence is being increased in 
Japan. Under U.S. pressure, attempts are being made to knock together a 
new aggressive alliance in the Near East with the participation of Israel, 
Egypt and certain other countries. Activation of a 100,000-man “guick 
reaction corps," intended for performing punitive functions, is in full 
swing. The United States is deploying a permanent fleet in the Indian 
Ocean area, refusing to take account of protests of this region's states. 


The reactionary activities of Peking's leaders are in complete harmony with 
the politics of imperialism. They are taking the very same openly hostile 
position with respect to the Soviet Union and other states of the socialist 
community as do the most shameless imperialist circles. 


The forces of imperialism and expansionism are capable of a new adventure. 
The facts show that it is NATO and the United States that are continuously 
building up arms aimed against the Soviet Union under the cover of the non- 
existent "Soviet military threat." Under these conditions, Lenin's call 
for vigilance brought to the supreme limit and his statement that we must 
be on guard and protect the defenses of our country and Army as the apple 
of our eye, sounds as current as never before. 


Based on the complex international situation, the Communist Party and soviet 
government and all the Soviet people are devoting unremitting attention to 
increasing our national defenses. 


The basis of the Soviet Armed Forces’ might and invincibility consists of 
people who have mastered the formidable combat equipment and weapons to per- 
fection; ideologically steadfast people convinced as to the historical truth 
of the Marxist-Leninist teaching and politics of the Communist Party; people 
ready for selfless military Labor and to perform an exploit for the sake of 
defending the great achievements of socialism. 


Soviet soldiers have a deep understanding of the complexity and contradic- 
tory nature of the present international situation. In fulfilling the 
instructions of the party and people, they are keeping a watchful eye on 
the intrigues of forces of militarism and reaction and are constantly 
raising their combat readiness. 
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During the past training year the Army and Navy took a new step in further 
combat improvement: Operational training missions in the branches of the 
Armed Forces and combat arms were performed with high quality; there was an 
increase in the number of units and ships attaining outstanding results; 

and there was an increase in the number of ot lichniki and rated specialists. 
But even more important and responsible tasks lie aicad, 


It is the patriotic duty of Soviet military personnel to celebrate 1980, 

the final year of the 10th Five-Year Plan, the year of the 110th anniversary 
of Lenin's birth and of the 35th anniversary of victory in the Great 
Patriotic War, with new successes in combat and political training. 


In completing presentation of material on the topic, it is desirable to 
dwell on specific deeds and tasks of one's own subunit, unit or ship in 
further strengthening discipline and in raising the vigilance, combat readi- 
ness and military expertise of the personnel. 


/During hours of independent training/, it is recommended that the students 
Study separate theses from the work of Lenin entitled “The Children's 
Disease of 'Leftism' in Communism" ("Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy" [Complete 
Collected Works], XLI, 3-4); the report by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev entitled 
"Report of the CPSU Central Committee and Upcoming Party Tasks in Domestic 
and Foreign Policy" ("Materialy XXV s"yezda KPSS" [Materials of the 25th 
CPSU Congress], pp 22-24, 75-76, 83); Comrade L. I. Brezhnev's report 
entitled "The Great October and the Progress of Mankind" ("Leninskim 

kursom" [With a Leninist Course], VI, 577-598); the "Konstitutsiya (Osnovnoy 
Zakon) Soyuza Sovetskikh Sotsialisticheskikh Respublik" [Constitution 

(Basic Law) of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics] (Preamble, chapters 
I, IV, V, VII); and the text for political studies entitled "Mir -- 
segodnya"” [The World Today] (Voyenizdat, 1979, pp 3-29). 


/During the seminar/ the following questions can be discussed: i. What did 
the Great October Socialist Revolution provide the peoples of our country? 
2. Why is the October Revolution the main event of the 20th century? 3. 
The essence and characteristic traits of the socialist state of the whole 
people. 4. What are the Soviet people's main achievements in the fourth 
year of the 10th Five-Year Plan? 5. What are the primary tasks for unit 
(ship) personnel in the new training year? 
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BOOK REVIEW: MILITARIST ESSENCE OF MAOISM 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 24, Dec 79 signed to 
press 4 Dec 79 pp 81-82 


[Review by Lt Col A. Dmitriyev of the book "Militaristskiy kharakter 
ideologii i politiki maoistov" [Militaristic Character of Maoist Ideology 
and Politics], by Maj Gen D. A. Volkogonov, Doctor of Philosophical 
Sciences, Professor, Voyenizdat, 1978, 64 pages] 


[Text] The pamphlet by Maj Gen D. A. Volkogonov, Doctor of Philosophical 
Sciences, Professor, entitled "Militarisiskiy kharakter ideologii i 
politiki maoistov," also attracted the attention of the public among publi- 
cations devoted to exposing the reactionary essence of Maoism. From the 
position of Marxist-Leninist theory, it exposes the antiscientific theoret- 
ical views and criminal practice of Mao Zedong and his followers, uncovers 
the antipopular, militaristic essence of Maoism, the roots of Maoist theory, 
and its eclectic, petty-bourgeois character, and provides extensive criti- 
cism of the domestic and foreign policies of the present Peking leadership. 


On the basis of the use and analysis of extensive factual material, the book 
convincingly demonstrates that the domestic policies of the Maoist hierarchy 
have nothing in common with democracy, but to the contrary, they are carried 
out with the help of open, military~bureaucratic dictatorship. Its foreign 
policy bears a direct threat to socialism, democracy and peace throughout 
the world. 


Beginning with the first pages of this work, the author accustoms the read- 
ers to a truly scientific method of interpretation and a class, well- 
reasoned analysis of the basic postulates of Maoism and its concrete prac- 
tice; and helps gain a better understanding of the processes and events 
occurring in present-day China. In particular, he helps see the real state 
of affairs of the pseudodemocratic dazibao campaign, much talked of at one 
time, the unending struggle for power among the Peking leaders, the down- 
fall of the Maoist model of a political system in Kampuchea, the tragedy of 
the Khmer people, Peking's rapprochement with imperialist powers on anti- 
Soviet soil, the stepped-up militarization of Chinese society, and the 
piratic nature of China's recent aggression against Vietnam. 
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As the author correctly concludes, China's profound socio-economic backward- 
ness, the intertwining of the most diverse currents of religious-patriarchal 
doctrine in the ideological life of society with the motley mosaic of small- 
proprietor views, and the dominance of traditional great-power nationalism 
served as a historic, social soil for the appearance of the specifically 
Chinese petty-bourgeois teaching of Maoism. In the theoretical respect, 
Maoism represents eclecticism, a mishmash of ultra-left and utopian ideas 
and elements of Trotskyism, anarchism, populism and nationalism aggravated 
by Mao's cult of personality. Maoism is characterized on the social- 
political plane at the present stage by great-power chauvinism, hegemonism 
and anticommunism containing double-dyed antisovietism as its basis. 


The pamphlet emphasizes in particular that a militaristic trait, also 
connected closely with antisovietism, is seen in greatest relief in the 
ideology of Maoism. The author writes that "the military-technical, organi- 
zational and nonmaterial aspects of military organizational development in 
modern China are determined in the final account by the fact that Peking has 
long seen the USSR as ‘enemy number one,’ although we threaten no one." 


The pamphlet states that militarism of a special petty-bourgeois type formed 
in the PRC,which uses all elements of the state structure for building up 
military force to accomplish expansionistic, hegemonic missions. There now 
is practically not one state in the world except China which would openly 
foretell the inevitability of a new world war and would shove mankind so 
vigorously toward nuclear catastrophe. The militaristic course of the 
PRC's ruling clique essentially did not change after the death of Mao 
Zedong. Suffice it to recall just a few facts. At one time Mao declared: 
"We must conquer the globe. Our objective is the entire globe, where we 
will create a mighty power." These hegemonic lines are the basis of the 
practical activities of the present-day Peking leaders as well. China's 
numerous military provocations against neighboring peaceloving states, and 
especially the insolent aggression a, ainst Vietnam which ended in the total 
failure of the Chinese militarists, are direct proof of this. Again and 
again, present-day reality confirms Comrade L. 1. Brezhnev's conclusion: 
"The facts indicate that Mao-Zedongism calls not for a struggle against 
war, but to the contrary, it calls for war, which is viewed as a positive 
phenomenon." 


The pamphlet emphasizes that Maoist theory absolutizes military violence 
and cultivates a cult of force. According to Maoist views, the resolution 
of any problems in the country is linked in the final account with prepara- 
tions for war, militarization of society, and the spread of principles and 
methods of “barracks socialism." The militaristic spirit and anti-Soviet 
direction of Maoism received further "substantiation" in the reports by 

Hua Guofeng, Deng Xiaoping and Ye Jianying at the llth CCP Congress, in 

CCP political documents and in materials of the last session of the VSNP 
[All-China Meeting of People's Representatives]. 











Chinese militarism, which is openly targeted in content against the Soviet 
Union and other socialist countries, served as one of the reasons for closer 
relations between China's ruling circles and reactionary imperialist forces. 
In a desire to play the "Chinese card" to exert pressure on the world of 
socialism, the imperialists even intend to supply Peking with modern weapons 
and are ready to take other imprudent steps. 


The 25th CPSU Congress determined clearly that the "Maoist ideology and 
policy are incompatible with Marxist-Leninist teaching. They are directly 
hostile to it." With its actual denunciation of the Soviet-Chinese Treaty 
on Friendship, Alliance and Mutual Assistance, the clique of Peking's 
rulers showed once and for all that it was moving into the camp of class 
enemies of the workers and to a position of open anticommunism and uncon- 
cealed enmity to the socialist system. Mao's heirs fully revealed them- 
selves by taking a place in the camp of international reaction. They 
betrayed the ideals of revolution, peace and socialism, for which even the 
Chinese people have fought so long. 


Peking's present course is dangerous not only to the cause of socialism in 
China itself, but also for universal peace, as the pamphlet rightly notes. 
The PRC already has been declared almost the 16th member of NATO and 
actually has become its Far Eastern flank. As events of recent times 
vividly confirm, China's leaders are persisteutly speculating on the ficti- 
tious “threat from the North,” and allegedly “unresolved” territorial 
problems. They are fanning anti-Soviet hysteria in an attempt to use this 
smokescreen to make a direct agreement with the international reaction, 
rearm the army and create conditions for carrying out their hegemonic plans 
and goals. 


The ruling Chinese hierarchy again revealed with utter cynicism its reac- 
tionary, militaristic, antipopular essence by its attack on socialist 
Vietnam, by the monstrous crimes on this long-suffering soil, and by con- 
tinuing provocations on the Vietnamese border. It is impossible not to 
share the author's conclusion that a further deformation of social rela- 
tionships which formed as a result of the victory of the 1949 Revolution 
is being determined now not only by the domestic politics of the military- 
bureaucratic dictatorship, but also by the new factors of the foreign 
policy of Hua Guofeng and Deng Xiaoping. 


And in conclusion there is one other question which the reader along with 
the author is to ponder. The events which followed after Mao's death 
reflected the deep ideological and organizational crisis of the petty- 
bourgeois ideology of Maoism. But the present-day Peking leaders persis- 
tently emphasize their allegiance to its basic dogmas with merely a slight 
correction or adjustment to the most odious provisions of Maoism, while 

its anti-Marxist essence is fully preserved in so doing. The meaning of 
“theoretical” corrections reduces to concentrating the efforts of the 

State and society even more on attaining far-reaching hegemonic goals. 
Maoist ideology corresponds to the greatest extent to the reactionary tasks 








which Peking's rulers set for themselves: to turn the PRC into one of the 
powerful militaristic states with a considerable influence on the fate of 
the world, i.e., pretending to the role of ruler of the destinies. And 
their piratic military adventure in Vietnam demonstrated with all ominous 
obviousness how they plan to carry out these tasks. 


This is why the pamphlet “Militaristskiy kharakter ideologii i politiki 
maoistov" is very current. It reveals the militaristic essence of the 
“theory” and criminal practice of Maoism, and calls for an intensification 
of political vigilance toward its aggressive intrigues. 


COPYRIGHT: “Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1979 
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CRITICISM: NON-COMPLIANCE WITH REGULATIONS 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 10 Jan 60 p 2 
[Article by Col Justice Yu. Alekseyev: "With Respect for People” | 


[ Text | A respectful and kind attitude toward people and a recognition of 
the inviolability of their lawful interests, rights and freedoms are import- 
ant principles of the Soviet way of life. They have been reflected in the 
Constitution of the USSR, in the s’andards of our current legislation, and 
in military regulations. 


These principles are an important condition for correct mutual relations 

in ow army environment. For example, mutual courtesy and self-control, 
saluting, addressing each other on service questions with “vy” [ formal 
“you” | and one’s military rank are obligatory for military people. In 
accordance with the Internal Service Regulations, commanders and chiefs are 
required to “combine high exactingness and principles and implacability 
toward shortcomings with trust and respect for people and constant concern 
for them, and not be rude, or belittle their personal dignity.” 


Where these requirements are implemented, a healthy moral microclimate is 
usually found in subunits,and relations of mutual exactingness and help 
become firmly established; there the results of military work are higher. 
It is very important that people recognize their personal responsibility 
for the high combat readiness of the subunit and unit. The growth of 
personality's self-consciousness and the awareness by an individual of his 
importance in a collective and in society also contribute perfectly to the 
instilling of this responsibility and a fighting man's active and vital 


position. 


Of course, the authority of each serviceman cepends first of all on himself, 
on how he performs his military duty. However, no small role in strengthen- 
ing personality in a military collective belongs to the commander and chief. 
Those, who do not allow themselves to infringe upon the legal interests 

of a subordinate but who, as it is said, are always ready to rise to the 
defense and decisively rise to their defense when it is required, act in 
strict accordance with our legal standards, 

















-++ Some time ago, letters about the allegedly mean conduct of one of the 
officers began to arrive in the Leningrad Higher Combined Arms Command 
School imeni S. M, Kirov. At the same time, this officer was always rated 
positively and enjoyed universal respect in the collective. The school 
chief and the political section chief arranged a check of the alarming 
messages in such a way that the subordinates reputation would not be damag- 
ed in the slightest. 





As was supposed, the objective check did not confirm a single “fact” which 
the author of the letters had used. He was told about this, and the officer 
was explained his right to sue the slanderer in court. Earlier, a reference 
which had lbeen issued to him fcx doing graduate work had fixed the respect- 
ful attitule of the school's command toward the officer. He is now success- 
fully studying there. 





Such a style in relations with people is typical of the overwhelming aajor- 
ity of our commanders and political workers, They are able to give and 
carry out a well deserved represch 2nd impose a punishment without offending 
an individual's self-esteen, 


In my opinion, comrade L. I. Brezhnev's words in his book “Malaya zenlya” 
[Little Land] serve as a reliable compass here: “Yes, one who commits a 
misdemeanor must be held responsibles party, administrative, and finally 
judicial--every way. However, one should not offend in the slightest the 
self-esteem of people or belittle heir dignity.” 


These words, of course, also pertain to military leaders. in accordance 
with Article 63 of the USSR law on universal military service, our service- 
men enjoy the complete rights and have all the duties of Soviet citizens 
which are provided for by the Constitution of the USSR. It is very import- 
ant for a military leader to be constantly aware of the limits of his 
official powers, to use them only in the interests of military service, to 
see in su inates not people who are “dependent” on his will but people 
who are aware of their personal responsibility as trothers-in-arms for the 


solution of common tasks. 


It would seem that all these are generally known truths. Nevertheless, 
leaders are encountered who consider that “service interests" permit then 
not to bother themselves with a concern about methods for achieving assigned 
goals. That is why some of them at times are not shy about using "strong 
language in a conversation with subordinates and some directly insult 

people and violate their lawful rights and interests. 


I remember an unpleasant conversation with a senior lieutenant in a tank 
company office, The night before, he had “dressed down" a sergeant and had 
used unprintable abusive language in the presence of other servicemen, 

The senior lieutenant explained his conducts “I was scolding him for his 
work.” He was extremely surprised when I read to him Article 243 of the 
RSFSR Criminal Code which considers such actions by a serviceman a military 
crime. 
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Considering the extenuating circumstances, the senior chief assessed a 
disciplinary punishment against the officer at the time. It is necessary 

to say that both the senior lieutenant and several other servicemen in this 
unit benefited from this lesson. More restraint appeared in their relations. 
This had a positive effect on strengthening discipline in the subunits. 


However, senior chiefs do not unfortunately always react in the required way 
to the incorrect and sometimes rude actions of officers subordinate to then. 

A semblance of regulation order has been created in the subunit-- this is 
good but the fact of the matter is that some people are little interested 

in it. For example, Lt Col A. Gerasimov, who knew about Capt A. Kurilenko's 
incorrect style of working with people, took such a position. He not only 
did not stop this officer's actions which were insulting to the dignity of 
servicemen; he also considered them a demonstration of “high exactingness.” 
The lieutenant colonel wrote this with his own hand in the captain's service 
advancement application. However, such an understanding of exactingness can 
lead to unfortunate results. It looks like another comrade has become conceit- 
ed; everything is permitted him and gradually he loses the important qualities 
of a Soviet commander. 


Not so long ago, Capt G. Chernysh was relieved from the position of battalion 
commander and discharged from the armed forces. Formerly a promising young 
officer, he began service by being demanding on himself and others, and being 
restrained and correct with people. However, one time he “broke away”, 
another-- and there was no cne to correct hia. Gradually, an arrogant attit- 
ude toward subordinates and reprimanding them became a habit. He began to 
tolerate even non-regulation methods for influencing offenders. And it was 
necessary to take extreme measures against the rude fellow, 


Each of our commanders and chiefs has been given broad powers to carry out 

the duties placed on him. Experience shows that it is those officials, who 

do not know how to use these powers, that “break away” and resort to non- 
regulation methods for influencing subordinates, Therefore, it is very 
important to be persistent in teaching officers to use their authority 
correctly and combine persuasion and coercion measures, It is no less import- 
ant to instill in those, who lead others, respect for the personal dignity 

of subordinates. Only this approach to people ensures not imaginary and 

not superficial success but real and constant success in working with then, 
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CRITICISM: WARRANT OFFICER MISTREATED 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 11 Jan 80 p 2 


[article by Col_M. Petrushin, a KRASNAYA ZVEZDA correspondent: “I Do Not 
Need That Type” | 


[Text | Resentment shines through the entire letter written to the editors 
by WO [ praporshchik]| (Res) G. Krivoruchko, He is complaining about the lack 
of objectivity in his latest efficiency report written by his former chief, 
Guards Lt Col Tech Serv G. Magurov, The author writes with bitterness: "I 
cannot now serve ina single military unit with such an efficiency report. 
It is a pity that because of officer Magurov I must leave the ranks of the 
Soviet Army.” 


Everything points to the fact that the regret is sincere, Familiarity with 
Kirvoruchko’s personal file which is now located in the Gotval'dovskiy Rayon 
military commissariat of Khar'‘kovskaya Oblast convinces one that he seriously 
intended to devote himself to service in the army. He finished a warrant 
officer school more than five years ago. Then, he served for two years in 
the firing training department of the Khar'’kovskiy Guards Higher Tank 
Command Order of the Red Star School imeni Supreme Soviet of the Ukrainian 
SSR. He was awarded four commendations by the school’s chief for his service 
diligence, He did not have any punishments. A note in the personal file 
that the guards warrant officer passed the examinations for a higher military 
school without attending lectures attracts attention. This means that not 
only he himself intended to serve in the army, but also the school's command 
element who had given permission to take these examinations considered hin 

a person whom the army needed, Krivoruchko's party recommendation for 
membership in the CPSU in 1968 was a positive one. 


Then, the guards warrant officer was transferred to an officer position-- 
chief of the artillery workshop of this same school. At first, everything 
went well for him here also, However, a year had not passed when Krivoruchko 
received his first disciplinary punishment, several moths later-- a second, 
and then -- a third. All of them were from his immediate chief, officer 


Magurov. 





Now, there are two efficiency reports in the reserve warrant officer's 
personal file. One has been written by the chief of the firing training 
department where he served three years ago, the second--by the chief of the 
missile and artillery weapons service, The efficiency reports are so differ- 
ent from each other that it seems they describe two absolutely dissimilar 
people. One is positive in very respect. In the second, the fact that he 
“has been prepared satisfactorily for the position occuppied,” “they have 
pulled him up with respect to drill” and “physically healthy” are the only 
bright spots. Everything else is negative, directly opposite +o what was 
written in the first one. And the conclusion is: “There is no purpose in 
keeping him on duty in the Soviet Army.” 


Such a contradictory opinion about a person could be understood if he had 
suddenly sharply changed for the worse for some reason, However, the fact 
is that no one in the school supports this. Lieutenant Colonel of Technical 
Services Magurov, who spared no black words for the recommendation of his 
former subordinate in a conversation with me, emphasized that Krivoruchko 
Was always careless; 


“It is simply that in the department there was not the necessary checking on 
him, The laboratory assistants--Krivoruchko's subordinates--did everything. 
He tried to evade work there also.” 


411 the instructors in the firing tra.ning department, who knew Guards 
‘arrant Officer Krivoruchko, decisively take objection to this: "That is 


not rignt.” 


For example, Maj V. Shevchenko, the deputy secretary of the department's 
party organization, convincingly argues the foliowing: 


"Untill Krivoruchko's discharge from the army I met him in the training 
center while the students were firing. He demonstrated zeal in the position 
f chief of the artillery workshop, and did everything possible so that the 
tank Weapons would operate properly. It would happen that the firing would 
end-~he would without fail go up and ask: what comments on the artillery 
weapons? He put his heart into his work. No violations of discipline were 


yoted in him.” 


People who are at the training center constantly and know Krivoruchko well 
from working with him -- Sr Lt V. Skrydlevskiy, commander of the tank 

company supporting the training process; Guards WO A. Sharovka, the artillery 
technician; and Guards WO P, skalenko, chief of the ammunition depot-- 

also corroborated these words, Without knowing that they were refuting the 
words of Krivoruchko's latest efficiency report, they talked about his 
conscientious attitude toward work, his exactingness toward subordinates, 

and the authority he enjoyed among then. 


[ guess the picture here is clear, However, the question arises: why did 


they not i ire into these opinions before, why did the truth not trium 
and where-- inally -- were the party stauniteston and the political sectlon? 





Krivoruchko wrote in his letter: "A month before completing service, I 
Was called to the certification commission. Wo one asked me why the chief 
of the service had described me this way. I then went three times to the 
political section chief to tell him about everything and to get his advice, 
However, he did not have the time to listen to me.” 


He did not have the time to listen to a communist.... To put it bluntly, 
they did not pay attention to an individual and to his fate. They did not 
even question why there were two so diametrically opposed efficiency reports 
on him. The party organization of the school's directorate also did not 
notice in a timely fashion that an abnormal relationship, which was trans- 
formed into mutual hostility, was taking shape between two party meabers 
who were accountable to it, a chief and a sub ordinate. 


There were signals, Warriu:: Officer Krivoruchko himself informed the party 
organization secretary atout the chief of service's rudeness toward subord- 
inates, and officer Magurov reported that the warrant officer argued with 
him. The necessary significance was not attached to these reports. 


It is not difficult to see what the acral consequences are of the “non- 
interference” of the responsible people and the party bureau. First of all, 
an individual who had given so many years to the army was undeservedly hurt. 
Second, injustice was left to triumph. 


Here is what Guards WO A, Litvinenko, the chief of the artillery weapons 
depot, says: 


“I have a personal ‘Moskvich’'. The chief of service often asked me to 
take him to the city and tring him back. I e#: reed and he treated me well. 
However, when I refused, fault-finding dDegan. Once he ordered me to seal 
several boxes. I had no seals. ‘Find them where you wish’, he says. I do 
not know where to look, I said to this. In reply I hear: ‘I do not need 
people like you. I will give you the sack’. Again: ‘I will give you the 
sack.*” 


The hint on Krivoruchko's efficiency report is more than transparent. It 
is evident that the guards lieutenant colonel of technical services has 
come to believe in his own inpunity so much so that he threatened the 


KRASNAYA ZVEZDA correspondent: 
“If you write anything bad about me, I will complain.” 


"I do not need", “I will give you the sack,” “You will treat me well-- 
and everything will be well” -- his subordinates repeatedly heard such 
phrases from the chief of service. Arrogance and a scornful attitude 
toward “lower ranks” are forged and it becomes a habit to talk with his 
subordinates using “Ty” [ the familiar form of "you" |, Unfortunately, this 
also was not condemned, 
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"Magurov will soon be discharged into the reserves because of age; the 
chief of the schools political section gave us to understand that the 
question would be solved with this. 


However, it is not solved, This entire story revealed serious deficiencies 
in the work style of the school directorate's party organization, its strange 
position on questions about indoctrinating communists, and formalisa in this 
work. 


Guards Lt Col M. Volos, the party organizations secretary, says: “We 
disc sed the CPSU Central Committee's decree, ‘On Further Improving Ideoiog- 
ical, Political and Indoctrinational Work,’ twice.” 


This, of course, is good. However, the main thing is not the number of 
discussions but the practical implementation of the decree, As is know, it 
requires that an atmosphere of high principles, comradely exactingness and 
consideration for an individual be created in each party organization and 
each collective. 








CRITICISM: SUBORDINATES’ REQUESTS DISREGARDED 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 12 Jan 80 p 2 


[Article by Col (Ret) V. Arkhipov, KRASNAYA ZVEZDA special correspondent: 
"A Deficit in Sensitivity and Warmth" | 


_Text] There is no need to list again all the concerns with which a command- 
er is burdened. However, no matter what he is engaged in, he always has 

in one of the first places the needs, requirements and wants of his subord- 
inates. The successes of a unit and subunit depend in the final analysis 

on them-- the fighting men, on the state of their health, their spirits, 
endurance, attitudes, and level of combat and political training. 


They say: It happens that even in an excellent unit there are more than 
enough housekeeping messes. However, our people neverineless do not, they 
say, shirk difficulties; they solve the assigned task under any conditions. 


What can one retort to this? Two versions are possible here. Either you 
hurried to declare the military unit an excellent one since in excellent 
units there must not be any housekeeping or other trouble. Or the objective 
difficulties, caused by the situation in which the unit finds itself, were 
attributed to the category of trouble, Having encountered difficulties, the 
fighting men do not complain, and do not lose heart, but overcome them 
courageously. Even different housekeeping messes which have been created 
artificially, by the negligence of officials, do not have an effect right 
away on the successes of troop collectives, However, they do not say in 
vain that the constant dripping of water wears away a stone. If housekeeping 
messes lodge for a long time in the barracks, the morale of soldiers falls. 
Don't expect successes with such a tone of life. 


Here is how Pvt A. Chubenko began his letter to KRASNAYA ZVEZDA, not with 

complaints about housekeeping messes, First, he reported with pride. "At 
this moment, our regiment is considered an excellent one. During our two 

years of service, almost all of us have become specialists first class,” 


Having pointed out that he had prepared a worthy relief for himself, the 
author shifted to the matter for whose sake he had taken up a pen: "The 


19 








lavatory in our building has not worked for more than three months. A kind 
of lavatory has been built on the street in which the water freezes during 
the night. If this structure works, only three-four faucets operate. There- 
fore, some soldiers wash only once every two-three days." 


In the second part of the letter the author complains about the paucity in 
the variety of items in the soldiers’ tearoom and addresses critical coments 
to the unit's sports committee, 


Jumping ahead, I will say that, when checked out, all the facts contained 
in the letter were confirmed -- with the exception of one point--the unit 
is no longer an excellent one although it took quite an honorable place in 
the competition. 


When I arrived in tne garrison, repairs to the lavatory were coming to an 
end, Another week was required to complete the replacement of the sewer 
pipes. It remained for me to find out why the repairs to the sewer system 
and the lavatory itself had been dragged out for almost four months. 


The breakdown in the sewerage system did not evoke any alarm at first.A wonder 
indeed--changing several pipes! However, the task was more complicated. The 
repairs had to be made with their own resources; hopes for the involvement 
of sanitary engineer construction personnel fell through. Moreover, the 
planner. had hidden the sewer pipes of one system in such a way that it 

seemed they hoped it would work forever without repairs. In order to reach 
-ne broken pipe, it Was necessary to quarry and carry off a lot. Then, it 
turned out that new pipes of the necessary diameter were not available to 

the command, There weren't any in the city as well, The time had come for 
correspondence and long distance telephone calls. And when the pipes arrived, 
there was no carbide for the welding work.... 


The soldiers clearly did not know anything about all this. The letter to the 
editor says: "We asked our chiefs when the lavatory would begin to work, 
They did not reply anything intelligible to us.” 


Why did no one answer this everyday question? Maj N. Titenko, the subunit 
commander, considered his mission accomplished when he reported the ill-fated 
pipe to the regimental commander, Capt V. Sobkin, the deputy subunit command- 
er for politica’ affairs, could have discussed the difficulties in arranging 
the repairs during a scheduled political information session. However, the 
local units do not jest in vain, You #ill find out from our captain more 
quickly what is being done in the Gobi Desert or in the wilds of the Amazon 
than in our barracks. Unfortunately, the joke has a basis -- internal infor- 
mation is set up poorly here, 


When the cold came, it Was possible to arrange the morning toilet in the 
neighboring subunit. Why wasn't this done? Comrades Titenko and Sobkin 
answer this simple question evasively and vaguely. On the one hand, it 


seemingly Was now complicated to conduct the washing procedure at the neigh- 
bors. On the other hand, this could cause unnecessary trouble, 








I will not talk for long about the tearoom. This institution, which is 
popular in soldier surroundings, had been without supervision and had 
fallen into decay. Now, things are going better--the tearoom is being 
expanded and equipped with amenities. 


The sports organizers did not evade paying attention to the subunit's wants. 
The sports competitions organized in the regiment were quite sufficient for 
the soldiers and sergeants engaged in the physical work of servicing the 
equipment. However, the physical load was small for fighting men doomed 
because of the branch of service to many hours of sitting at equipment. 
That is why they asked that sports sections be organized. 


In discussing this part of the letter to the newspaper, one of the officers 
said: 


“As far as I can remember, a notice about judo sections was hung in the club 


Another added: 
"The problem has been found--sections: Buy dumbbells for yourself and train.” 


Of course it is not difficult to write a notice. It is even easier to 
recommend: “Buy dumbbells." It is more difficult to organize the training 
and to interest the people, 


In general, it is necessary to point out that not only pipes and carbide 
were missing. Real “trifles"-- a consideration for soldier needs on the 
part of the subunit commander, the deputy commander for political affairs, 
and some other chiefs--were also lacking. 


Be-i ng conserned about a soldier sometimes does not require the slightest 
material expenditure. I will cite such an example. Pvt Nikolay Manuylov, 
when he had received his uniform, packed up his civilian clothing and handed 
it over to the master sergeant to be sent to his parents. Four months later, 
the soldier's father, who had not received the things, wrote to KRASNAYA 
ZVEZDA. V. Manuylov writes from Donetskaya Oblast: "Do not think that I 

am a hairsplitter, However, it is very unpleasant for m’ that there is no 
order in the subunit where my son is serving." 


The editors sent V. Manuylov's letter to the political directorate of the 
Siverian Military District from where it went to the appropriate political 
section. There, they determined that Pvt N. Manuylov's packed-up things 
had been in a storeroom for half a year, WO [ praporshchik | A. Svetkin, the 
subunit master sergeant, had gathered everything together for mailing; 
however, he did not find the free time. 


Warrant Officer Svetkin has a chief -- Capt N. Reurnov, the subunit commander, 
Ii: the performance of his official duties, he is sujposed to check on the 
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work of his subordinate; however, for some reason he forgets to do this, 
The reason? There is no reason, it Was simply carelessness. 


In other cases, very ordinary self-interest is perceptible under the mask of 
indifference and nonchalance towards the needs of soldiers. As ponton 
personnel wrote to KRASNAYA ZVEZDA, a defective television had been supplied 
to them in the company and their new "Gorizont" had been taken to the work 
office, The inspection, conducted by the political section at the editors' 
request, also revealed other abuses. New televisions, intended for the 
subunits, stuck in the offices of officers N. Shish and Ya. Useinov for a 
long time, 


And, finally, one reply to a letter, which talked about housekeeping messes 
in a construction subunit, was sent from the editorial board to officers 
Torubara and Starikov. Comrades Torubara and Starikov, having pointed out 
that the facts stated in the letter had "basically bee. confirmed," report 
in general language on the measures taken. In return, wishing somehow to 
justify their negligence, they did not fail to emphasize tl.at tie subunit 
about which we are talking "Was very remote." How often this phrase sounds 
in the replies to letters about housekeeping troubles: Evidently, some 
senior chiefs regard "a great separation" as some kind of indulgence capable 
fF it not abdsolving sins completely at least allegedly lessening the sharp- 
ness of criticism. However, can the remoteness of a subunit really serve 
a reason for a careless and indifferent attitude toward the wants of a 
idier, towards supplying him with all authorized allowances? On the cont- 
rary, the further a subunit is located from the headquarters, the more it 
> necessary to be concerned about its needs, 


‘ensitivity to the needs and wants of subordinates, a continuous concern for 
them -- these are the regulation responsibilities of commanders and political 
workers, This is our tradition. Commanders sacredly observed it under the 
very difficult conditions of the civil and Great Patriotic wars when much 

Was lacking, This tradition must be especially kept sacred now when the 
motherland is liberally giving its army everything that is necessary for 
normal living and for combat training. 





COMBAT TRAINING: ROLE OF KOMSOMOL ORGANIZATIONS DISCUSSED 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 13 Jan 80 p 2 


[Article by Maj A. Yurkin, Red Banner Siberian Military District: "The 
Komsomol's Concern” | 


| Text | Along the road to the artillery regiment I talked with my fellow 
traveller, Lt Sergey Smolin who it turned out was a recent graduate of a 
military schooi. He repeated the question: "First impressions about service? 
Everything is normal. They helped me to settle in the communal living 
quarters, they acquainted me with the combat equipment and the immediate 

tasks which had to be solved....” 


I was curious, "But the people, what did they tell you about them?” 
The lieutenant shrugged his shoulders; 


"Familiarity with personnel, the study of them, as I understood it, is 
provided for - so to say--while serving." 


As it turned out, Smolin did not know who the best people in the unit were 
and he did not know that his regiment was one of the best in the district. 


Until we arrived at the regiment's command post, I had time to share what 

I knew with the lieutenant. I talked about the young officers to whom they 
would compare him in the unit -- Sr Lt Sergey Gerasimov, a battery commander 
and Lt Sergey Sklyarov a platoon commander, about Lts Vladimir Rak and 
Sergey Lungu.... And glancing at my fellow conversationalist I thought 
about the fact that he should have heard about the people, the history 

of the regiment, and what it was like today from -ther lips: the lips of 
the commander, political worker, and secretary of the Komsomol committee.... 


I parted with Sergey Smolin in the regiment's disposition area, I dropped 
in on the Komsomol committee, Its secretary, Sr Lt Arkadiy Belozertsev did 
not begin to deny that the committee had made blunders in working with young 


officers, This position caused joy: to recognize a shortcoming -- this 
to a certain degree means to start their elimination, Something else was 
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also surprising and painful. As it turned out during the conversation, 
Belozertsev himself had a rather poor knowledge of the life and work of 

his native regiment anc its right-flank men, In addition, there were few 
Komsomol members waong them. Pfc R. Abidev had been entered in the unit's 
book of honor; Pvt V. Avsyukevich has been recognized as best range finder 
in the district; and Sergeant Gardon's crew has been numbered among the 
progressive ones, 


Another expert artilleryman, who hits a target with the first round, serves 
in one of the batteries, This is a former gun layer and now a deputy 
platoon c mander, Jr Sgt Vladimir Ivachev. He is now performing the duties 
of an officer well. 


The secretary of the committee says: "I have not heard about such a one, 
lt is not mentioned in the aktiv....” 


Why were those, whom the troop collective should be proud of, forgotten in 
the regiment? This same Ivachev.... After his expert firing, he fell into 
the embrace of his comrades. One of the first to congratulate him on his 
victory in the district's competition matches for tre title of best special- 
ist Was the Komsomol secretary, Operational newsheets were put out; kind 
words were spoken upon the return from the range... However, some time 

issed and they forgot about Ivachev. Weeks and months of training, research 
and good luck were behind the fame of the progressive fighting man, behind 
is expert firing. Experience which Was valuable for the entire collective 
Was behind it -- experience which -- had it received wide dissemination -- 
would have had an effect on the combat training of many fighting men, Here 
is the essence of the question. The matter did not progress, alas, beyond 
yperational newsheets, The experience did not become a common achievement. 
Unfortunately, it not only happens here, 


ere is arother Komsomol organization in which everything is not well in this 
repsect. Sr Lt Nikolay Boyko, a member of the Komsomol committee, and 
ther comrades admit that they think of experience only before live firings. 


‘his type of shortcoming in Komsomol committees was also talked about during 
. district Komsomol conference. The holding of a scheduled rally of the 
best specialists has been provided for in the near future in order to 
improve porpaganda and incorporate progressive experience, I would like to 
especially talk about this work form, 


Rallies have become an outstanding phenomenon in the life of the district's 
Komsomol organizations. The idea for conducting them was approved by the 
military council, The district's combat training section is engaged in the 
oractical aspect of the question. What is the main task of such measures? 
They are aimed at the immediate and practical incorporation of the exper- 
ience of the best specialists, crews and subunits, Before mounting the 
oodium, each speaker must prove and confirm his skill at the range or tank 


driving range, ing .a,rall it is necessary to give practical advice 
and amet ce dations Ba *+ate Xtoit work methods which have proven themselves, 








The concept, Without a doubt, is an interesting one, However, practice 
shows that district rallies have still not become a genuine school for 
publicizing progressive experience, 


There are several reasons here. One of the main ones is the following: 

The overwhelming majority of Komsomol organizations do not sustain the 
conditions worked up by the Komsomol work section of the district's 
political directorate, One of the required conditions is mass character 
when revealing the Winners in squads, platoons, companies and batteries. 
Such a multi-step system presupposes the broad inclusion of fighting men in 
the competition so that only the best specialists actually defend the honor 
of this or that regiment, large unit or military training institution. 


At times the matter turns out otherwise. Teams, which -- so to speak -- 
are coached to perform the norms and to fire, are put together in units 

and military schools. This is also done on the eve of a rally basically 
by the efforts of staff officers. 


The violation of the important principle of competition -- the mass nature-- 
introduces an element of chance into the process of selecting candidates. 
During district rallies, there are often cases where grenade launchers, 
machine gunners and snipers receive only satisfactory ratings. As an 
example, let us mention this fact: Only four motorists out of almost three 
dozen were able to complete the vehicle driving exercise, 


I also remember the following case: Pvt Sergey Yefanov-- a rally participant 
-~- did not hit a single target. When they began to investigate how he had 
earned the right to be among the best specialists, it turned out that there 
had been no competitions in the regiment and division and he himself had 

last fired a grenade launcher a half year ago. Students Viktor Gatsenko 

and Grigoriy Dolganov were luckier. During the five days before the rally 
each had fired ... 100 rounds. The school had not stinted on ammunition; it 
tried with such generosity to make up the deficiencies in the training of 


grenade launchers. 


Other errors are also encountered in the organization of rallies, but it is 
nevertheless necessary to hold them -- however, only when the best special- 
ists go to the competition matches. Naturally, this cannot be achieved with- 
out the broad participation of Komsomol orgafiizations in the preparations 
for them. Then, Komsomol activists will not face questions similar to those 


which puzzled Sr Lt A. Belozertsev. 


Now, the competition to greet the 110th anniversary of V. 1. Lenin's birthday 
and the 35th anniversary of the Great Victory in a worthy manner, is in full 
sWing in the district. Each training day gives birth to new progressive 
people and increases positive experience, Making it the achievement of every- 
one in order to raise combat training to a new level is an urgent task to 
which Komsomol organizations must also make a weighty contribution. 
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BOOKS BY SENIOR OFFICERS DESCRIBED 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 15 Jan 80 p 2 


Article by Col Justice V, Seregin, candidate of judicial sciences and 
assistant professor: "Together With the People” | 


Text’ The elections to the supreme soviets of the union and autonomous 
republics and the local councils of peoples’ deputies are drawing near. 
Soviet fighting men are actively preparing for this important political 
event along with the entire country. Agitation and propaganda work is being 
pread in the army and navy. The Voyenizdat brochures in the series "Con- 
ercations About the Constitution of the USSR” will provide definite help 
the successful conduct of this work. 


The new constitution of the country of the Soviets is an outstanding docu- 
ment of contemporary history, the fruit of the collective creativity of the 


party and the broadest popular masses, It legislatively consolidates the 
remarkable achievements of our motherland and the construction of a develop- 


ed socialist society. 
7 
mw valiant armed forces are a reliable guard for socialism's accomplishments. 


During every stage of their combat journey, they have wholeheartedly served 
und are serving their people and the cause of communism, and are worthily 
oerforming the large and critical tasks imposed on them by the party and 


rate, 


The YVoyenizdat brochures, which are being reviewed, tell about the historic 
mission of the Soviet armed forces which has found embodiment in the new 
constitution, the unity of the army and people, the rights and duties of 
‘oviet fighting men as full and equal citizens of our country. 


yeneral of the Army I. Pavlovskiy's brochure, "Pochetnaya Obyazannost'" 
“an Honorable Duty|, the thought that service in the Soviet army and navy 
is the high and honorable duty of a Soviei. citizen, stands out. At the same 
time, it is an outstanding school of work and military training, moral 
purity and courage, and patriotism and comradeship. The very first duty of 





Soviet fighting men is to strictly carry out the military oath and military 
regulations and to constantly strengthen the combat readiness of the forces. 


It is emphasized in the brochure that the importance of high combat read- 
iness has particularly grown today when ever more deadly and destructive 
Weapons of mass destruction are beginning to enter the armaments of imper- 
ialist armies, when the aggressive circles of imperialism and the Beijing 
leaders Who are in close order with them are aggravating the international 
Situation from day to day. 


Constant combat readiness is the main indicator of the might of our armed 
forces. This is the fusion of the troops’ technical equipment; their combat 
training; their moral, political, psychological, and physical training; 
organization; discipline; and vigilance. This is the practical ability of 
units and large units to deploy in a very short period of time, to engage an 
enemy in combat, and to inflict a decisive defeat on him. This is the crown 
of the troops’ combat skill during peacetime and the key to victory during 
wartime, 


Their indissoluble link with the people is the inexhaustible source of the 
power and invincibility of the Soviet armed forces, This very important 
principle of our military construction is revealed in General of the Arny 

S. Vasyagin's brochure "Nerushimoye yedinstvo naroda i armii” | The Unbreak- 
able Unity of the People and Army!. This unity has been tempered and streng- 
thened throughout the entire history of the Soviet state. It withstood with 
honor severe tests during the years of the civil and Great Patriotic wars, 
and was one of the decisive factors in the victory over the enemy. 


In our country, the unity of the people and army has a solid social founda- 
tion--the socialist social system, the indestructible moral and political 
solidarity of Soviet society, the close union of the working -iass and the 
peasants, and the friendship of USSR peoples. Marxism-Leninism is the 
ideological basis of this unity. 


The bvochure points out that a clear testimonial to the strengthening unity 
of the people and army is the active participation of the fighting men in the 
country's social, political, economic, and cultural life, and the participa- 
tion of the workers in military construction and mass defense work. 


Col Gen I, Mednikov's brochure, "Voin-grazhdain" [ Fighting Man-Citizen |, 
tells in detail about the participation of Soviet fighting men in the life 
of the state. It says in it that a Soviet fighting man is a full and equal 
citizen of our great motherland, a creator, a master and a detender of all 
its riches. All the propositions of the Soviet constitution completely apply 
to servicemen; they enjoy all the benefits of socialist democracy and the 
advantages of a socialist social and state systen. 


The right to elect and be elected to organs of state power--the councils of 


people's deputies--have been given to Soviet fighting men equally with all 
citizens, The full and equal rights of servicemen als» finds expression 
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in the principles of Soviet military construction, the training and indoctri- 
nation of personnel, the organization of internal order and living, and the 
mutual relations between the fighting men. 


The great rights and freedoms of Soviet people are inseparable from a 
citizen's duties. A USSR citizen is required to observe the Constitution of 
the USSR and Soviet laws, respect the rules of socialist society, and bear 
the high title of a USSR citizen with dignity. All these duties, the broch- 
ure emphasizes, completely pertain to Soviet fighting men also. During the 
present stage in the development of the armed forces, the tasks of further 
strengthening military discipline and law and order in the forces and on 
ships and of raising the responsibility of each serviceman for carrying out 
his military duty and for strengthening the defensive sight of the mother- 
land, are acquiring ever more significance and vital importance. 


All the brochures have been written in an easily understandable language and 
are filled with a large number of examples. They will be a good help in 
publicizing the propositions in the Constitution of the USSR on defending 
socialist society. 








CRITICISM: RESERVIST'S REQUEST DISREGARDED 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 16 Jan 80 p 2 
[article by Col A. Drovosekov: “They Brushed Aside” | 


(Text! Pvt (Res) S, Vylkost’s letter was short. He wrote that a half year 
before being released into the reserves Lt Col I. Durakov had taken away 
his driver's license and a warning coupon for a disciplinary sisdemeanor 
which was not connected with driving a vehicle. Lieutenant Colonel Durakov 
allegedly retained the coupon but sent the license for safekeeping to the 
commander--Lt Col N. Shvets. 


When he departed for home in May 1979 after completing his service, the 
documents were not returned to Vylkost. Not having received -- in his words 
-- a reply to nine letters addressed to Lieutenant Shvets requesting that 
the documents be sent, Vylkost turned to the editors: Help: 


Nikolay Aleksandrovich Shvets responded in an operational manner to the 
letter from the editors. He notified us that he was not able to send the 
driver's license in a timely fashion since he had been away a long time on 
temporary duty. 


At any rate, Vylkost received the license but without the warning coupon. 
“his meant that he was not able to get work as a driver, He again turned 
w the editors for help. 


The reply to the editors’ message arrived after a month. True, one can only 
call it an answer conditionally because the bulky package contained only 
correspondence on the Vylkost affair. Somebody's indifferent hand had placed 
in the envelope all incoming and outgoing correspondence, addressei it, and 
with that ended it. No explanations, Not a word, not a hint. They say, 
guess for yourself. 


It was not difficult to guess. Only a dense bureaucrat or an individual 
with a frankly thoughtless frame of mind could act this way. it Was extreme- 
ly clear that some one had decided to brush aside both Vylkost and the 
editors. But who? 
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de could not manage to get a reply to this question from comrade Shvets. 
He had left the garrison for a new service assignment in the Group of 
Soviet Forces in Germany. We also could not arrange to talk with Lt Col 
1. Durakov. Having arrived in a new service assignment in the Leningrad 
Military District, he went on leave. 


In such a situation nothing remained to be done except to give some thought 
+o what had happened. Why, say, had Lieutenant Colonel Durakov taken away 
/ylkost’s driver's license and coupon? Did he really not know that he had 
acted arbitrarily, that no one had given him authority to take away the 
oldier’s documents which certified his right to a profession? 


Vylkost, of course, merited the punishment for his misdemeanor, However, 

it Was necessary to punish him in accordance with the Disciplinary Regula- 
tions. Lieutenant Colonel Shvets should have pointed this out to Lieutenant 
Solonel Durakov as the senior man based on his position. However, he 
calmly, as if it should be that way, placed the driver's license in his 


eafe, What was the result ? As a result, socialist laws were violated. 


It seems that the chiefs, to whom officers Shvets and Durakov are now sub- 
ordinate, should still inquire of them where the warning coupon is, and at 
‘he same time hold them responsible with all severity for the procrastination, 


iifference and callousness -- so that the desire to violate prescribed 
‘edures and to brush off lawful requests and justified complaints ¥iill 
er aroear again. 











COMMAND TRAINING: IMPORTANCE STRESSED 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 17 Jan 80 p 1 
[Article: “Command Training” | 


[ Text! A modern leader, as was pointed out during the 25th CPSU Congress, 
must integrally combine in himself party spirit with thorough competence 
and distipline with initiative and a creative approach to the job, This 
proposition fully pertains to military personnel. The command training 
system which provides for further increasing the ideological and theoret- 
ical level and for improving practical skills in controlling troops and 
perform‘: functional duties serves to reliably instil these qualities in 
our vfficers, 


Marxist-Leninist studies occupy the central place in this system. Accuston- 
ing one to the life-giving thought of Marxist-Leninist classics and the 
thoughtful study of party documents are the spiritual requirement of e-ch 
Soviet officer, In carrying out the requirements of the 25th CPSU Congress, 
the CPSU Central Committee decree "On Further Strengthening Ideological, 
Political and Indoctrinational Work” and the requirements on leaders which 
flow from the speech of comrade L, I, Brezhnev during the November (1979) 
CPSU Central Committee Plenum military councils, political organs and head- 
quarters are paying constant attention to raising the ideological training 
of military personnel. The work of preparing for the 110th anniversary of 


V. I, Lenin's birthday and the 35th anniversary of the Soviet people's 
victory during the Great Patriotic War also is contributing to this. 


One of the main avenues in solving the tasks of further raising the combat 
readiness of the forces and fleets is improving the tactical training of 
officers. This forms the basis of their ground, air and sea training. Group 
exercises, short tactical exercises, training sessions, and other training 
forms are subordinated to this goal according to command training programs. 
It is important that officers be trained in a situation which requires from 
them independence, initiative, and a search for ways to use the growing 
combat potential of large units, units and ships mre effectively, 


The formation of a commander as a rpeesolan is unthinkable up Shows a thorough 
knowledge of the propositions in military 1egulations, manuals other 
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guidance documents. The study of Great Patriotic War experience and i+s 
creative use during command training has enormous importance. Using 
examples from front-line practices, it is necessary to teach officers how 
to organize modern combat, control troops, and correctly interpret new 
developments in military affairs, the most important conformities to law 
und the trends in the development of tactics. 


Practice shows that the tactical boldness of a commander and his ability to 
make a thoroughly sound decision in a complicated situation about using 
organic, attached and supporting forces and systems effectively in combat 
are determined to an ever greater degree by the level of his military tech- 
nical knowledge. Increasing this level in every possible way is the most 
important goal in the command training of officers, It is necessary to 
involve them more actively in the struggle for skilful mastery of combat 
equipment and weapons and to teach them methods of organizing socialist 
competition and skilfully directing it. 


The training and indoctrination of officers in the motorized rifle regiment, 
¥hich Lt Col Yu. Bogdanov commands, has been organized with a consideration 
for the growing requirements on the preparation of military personnel. Here, 
the command training plan is strictly carried out and the principle: the 
nief teaches the subordinate, is absolutely adhered to. Classes with 
Platoon and company commanders are conducted side by side with officers at 
» battalion level by the deputy regimental commander and the chiefs of 
wranches and services. The unit headquarters maintains strict control over 
way officers carry out the socialist obligations to raise their profess- 
mal level. A large portion of the classes and training sessions is conduct- 
in the field using weapons and equipment. When doing this, major efforts 
wre aimed at developing in the officers practical skills in organizing for 
nbat on the spot, coordinating with subunits of other branches and 
pecial troops, and controlling men and equipment in a complicated tactical 
situation. 


r constant improvement of the instructional methods skill of officers is 

uw inseperable part of thelr training. it is important that they master 

the progressive and most effective methods for training and indoctrinating 
esonnel and learn to create a strenuous modern combat situation and an 

i\tmosphere of competition in classes and training sessions curing the 
wee of training and instructional methods courses, instructional methods 

wd demonstration classes and exercises, and briefings. It is necessary to 

sy special attention to the methods for organizing and conducting tactical 
ining classes, two-sided tactical and command post exercises, and exercises 


i) ve firing. 

irs f winter training shows, however, that the training of sone 
‘ficers in a number of subunits, units and ships still does not completely 
newer modern requirements. The level of courses and othe? Reasures conduct- 


he command training system is not always high. For example, the staff 
the unit headed by Maj V. Churysk conduc’s guite a few measures, However, 
‘fectiveness is not sufficient; deviations from the requirenents of 











progressive methods, excuses and simplifications are observed in the train- 
ing process here, The time, allotted for the training of officers, is 
often used not as it was intended. The content of the classes is not always 
closely tied to the practical tasks facing the regiment. 


Life convinces one that the ost shortcomings in the training of officers 
are where performance discipline is low and where training plans have still 
not become a guide for action. It is necessary to improve the control over 
the carrying out of command training plans and the rational use of the time 
allotted for this. At the same time, one should not forget that one of the 
basic forms for training officers is their independent study. Here, neglect 
and absence of control are not permitted. Considering the level of the 
officers’ training, it is necessary to give them individual assignments for 
Working up lectures, papers, instructional methods handbooks, and plans for 
conducting individual classes. 


The command training of officers is an object of special concern for party 
and Komsomol organizations, The systematic discussion of questions connect- 
ed with improving the skill of officers, the listening to their reports on 
the improvement of their professional level, the active publicizing of the 
experience of the best instructional methodologists and organizers of the 
training and indoctrinational process and competition -- all these are 
important forms of party influence on the formation of command personnel. 
Young officers must te taught and indoctrinated especially patiently and 
persistently. 


To use fully every opportunit for raising the quality of command training 
means to make a weighty contribution to the successful. solution of the 
tasks facing the armed forces during this training year, 
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